Read me first, please

I am a special education teacher of students,  kindergarten through Grade 5. Most of my students come to me with limited phonemic awareness and virtually no sight vocabulary. This includes those in grade 1 and those in grades 4-5. That’s why I spend so much time using Grade 1 and Grade 2 decodables. 

But the way OCR presents this stuff, there just isn’t enough. So I made a lot more. I tried all the ways of presenting words in these printouts so the kids could have lots of opportunities to practice.

If you find you need more, here are some tried and true ideas:

• Flash cards of all the new words. Two sets.


Play concentration

Or try seating pairs or groups in a circle. Give each child a couple seconds and then move on to the next. Have quick games and see which child gets the most cards. Then do a few round.

Do vowel sorts by sound (5 columns labeled with short vowels, 5 with long vowels and the demons

Make bingo boards with kids and then play the games.

Review ten word lists multiple times a day as a sponge. Remember, these kids need many, many more exposures than their peers

Make ‘draw” activities or have the kids do it for each other, retelling the stories using the words and then illustrating.

I use a program called SightWords which is compatible with Windows and even truly anxious iMacs and eMacs but runs on Macs with Leopard and Windows with visit. It is shareware. 


http://www.perlingua.com/

If you have any other ideas, or, more importantly, if you find errors, please contact me at rpenso@verizon.net.

I promise to send you corrections within a day or two!

