Literary Genre:  Expository Text

expository essay  – an essay that gives information or explains something real.

“expository” comes from the word:

·  “expound” (to give a detailed statement), which comes from:

1. the prefix ex- (meaning outside)

2. plus the base word for the Latin verb (to place).

“expound” is similar to the word:

· “explain” (to make plain; define), which comes from:

1. the prefix ex- (meaning outside)

2. plus the base word for the Latin verb (to make clear).

Elements of Expository Writing

· It’s purpose is to share information with the reader.

· It often includes facts about real people and events.

· The information is usually presented in a straightforward way.

· The events are often presented in the order in which they happened (chronologically).

· It may be organized by topics and sometimes includes headers.

· It may include diagrams, photographs, maps, graphs or illustrations to hope the reader understand the subject better.

· The factual information can be checked by referring to other sources.
How to Write an Expository Essay by Yourself

	The Steps

	1. You receive an assignment to write about a subject (the main topic).

	2. You do a quick investigation to decide what to write about.  

Talk to friends and family.  Look on the internet.  Look in the library for books on the subject.  Ask a librarian for help.

	3. You decide what sub-topics are important to include to best explain your subject.

	4. You create the essay outline.

	5. You do research and write details about the sub-topics.  Include pictures and graphs if appropriate.

	6. You organize the sub-topics according to the outline.

	7. You write a rough draft from research notes.  After you proofread it, give it to the teacher to check for errors.

	8. You write the final draft from the edited rough draft.

	9. You put a nice cover on the essay with pictures (illustrations), a title, and credits.


