The Midnight Ride of William Dawes

1. Why do you suppose Mr. Dawes describes himself as a “wandering bitter shade”?

2. What does he mean in the first stanza of the poem when he says, “And if you ask me the fatal cause, I answer only, “My name was Dawes.” ?

3. In the second stanza Mr. Dawes shows that he is very frustrated.  What is he frustrated about?  

4. What did Dawes do that he isn’t getting credit for?

5. Why does everyone know Paul Revere’s name, but they don’t know Mr. Dawes’s name?

6. What does Dawes mean in the third stanza when he says, “When the lights from the old North Church flashed out, Paul Revere was waiting about, but I was already on my way…as I rode, with never a break or a pause.”

7. Who is Mr. Dawes talking about when he says in the fourth stanza, “History rings with his silvery name” ?

8. What does Mr. Dawes mean when he says that “closed to me are the portals of fame” ?

9. Why does Mr. Dawes say, “No one has hear of me because he was Revere and I was Dawes” ?

10. Look at the cartoon.  It is an imaginary scene.  Mr. Longfellow is thinking of writing a poem about Mr. Dawes, but his wife says to him that she remembers there was some other fellow who rode that night.  What is the cartoonist saying might have happened because of what Mrs. Longfellow said to Mr. Longfellow?

11. What is your opinion of this situation in history?  Whom do you think we should give credit for the famous midnight ride to?  Why? 

12. What about Dr. Samuel Prescott?  Should we be concerned about him too?  Why or why not?  

13. Who rode the furthest on that famous night?  Who rode the shortest distance?  Who alerted the townspeople the most?

