5th Grade Social Studies Web Quest:

The American Revolution 

Answers for Declaration of Independence Questions (pp. 1-3)

1. What does the Declaration of Independence signify?

The Declaration of Independence is one of the most important documents in the history of the United States. It signifies the colonies’ break from England and the rule of George III. 

2. Who penned (authored and wrote) the Declaration of Independence?  (first and last name) 

Thomas Jefferson 

3. We celebrate July 4th every year?  Why?  What happened on that day? On July 2, 1776 the Second Continental Congress voted to declare independence from England. After two days of debate and some changes to the document, on July 4th, the Congress voted to accept the Declaration of Independence.
4. What had happened two days earlier on July 2nd? On July 2, 1776 the Second Continental Congress voted to declare independence from England. After two days of debate and some changes to the document, on July 4th, the Congress voted to accept the Declaration of Independence.

5. Describe the main topic of the two sections of The Declaration of Independence. 

Part 1: The first part gives notice of the break with England and the reasons for the break. 

Part 2: The last part is a list of grievances or complaints against George III. 

6. Define the following words that are in the Declaration of Independence.

self-evident    Having no need of proof.
endowed To give something with value.
unalienable Not capable of being taken away.
rights  Something the law says you can do or have.
pursuit An activity done especially for pleasure. 

7. In your own words, how would you describe to an 8-year old what this sentence means:

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.
When some very brave people back in 1776 broke away from the powerful King of England, they signed a document called “The Declaration of Independence.”  In the beginning of that public statement, that they risked their lives to sign, they said something no one had said before.  They said that the following things don’t need any proof:  (1) everybody is equal; (2) everybody has basic rights as a human being that no one can deny to them.  These rights are (1) the right to live, (2) the right to freedom, and (3) the right to go after, or build, happiness for ourselves. 

8. To secure the rights of Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness, governments are created that get their power from whom?

governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed – the people
9. When a government becomes destructive of Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness, what do the people have the right to do? 

whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness 

10. The Declaration of Independence points out that history has shown that mankind has a tendency to endure suffering at the hands of evil doers rather than do the work and take the risks needed to make things right.  What does it say is a person’s duty (obligation) when faced with ongoing abuse? 

But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.
1. Betsy Ross was born in 1752 and sewed the 1st American Flag in 1776.  How old was she when she sewed the flag?  24
2. What year did the Continental Congress adopt as our nation’s flag the design that Betsy Ross had sewn? 1777
How many stars are on the original U.S. flag? 13
3. How many stripes are on the original U.S. flag? 13
4. Why that number? ​13 original colonies
5. How many stars are on the U.S. flag today? 50 

6. Why that number? 50 states today 

7. Who was George III? (George William Frederick) British ruler; king of Britain 1760-1820

8. What was his lifespan (that is, the years he was born and died)? 1738-1820
9. Who was Patrick Henry? US orator, patriot, and politician in American Revolution; Virginia delegate to Continental Congress 1774-1776; advocated colonial defense preparations in 1775 speech containing line "Give me liberty, or give me death"; governor of Virginia 1776-1779, 1784-1786; member of three-person diplomatic mission sent by John Adams to normalize ties with France 1799, two years after XYZ Affair
10. What was George Washington’s military title during the Revolutionary war? commander-in-chief of Continental army during American Revolution 1775-1783;

11. Who was Benedict Arnold? US general and traitor in American Revolution... considered resigning commission 1777 upon failing to gain promotion despite promotions of five junior officers, but agreed to retain commission upon request of George Washington; routed British attack on Danbury, Connecticut 1777... began incurring debts due to extravagant lifestyle, and faced charges of impropriety brought by members of Continental Congress; married Margaret Shippen, member of noted Loyalist family, 1779; initiated secret correspondence with British general Henry Clinton 1779, offering to sell Clinton privileged military information; court-martialed for impropriety charges 1779 and reprimanded by George Washington, leading to resumption of correspondence with Henry Clinton; appointed commandant of West Point 1780 and offered to betray West Point to Clinton in exchange for 20,000 pounds; revealed as traitor after American capture of John Andre, sent by Clinton to negotiate terms of deal; appointed general of British troops 1780 and began marauding expeditions in Virginia; entered Connecticut 1781 and burned New London; sailed to England 1781 and received pension, but generally scorned as traitor by British compatriots; spent remaining years pursuing unsuccessful trading ventures in Canada and West Indies

12. Who was John Paul Jones? The Father of the American Navy. Born in Scotland, Commodore John Paul Jones earned the undying respect and admiration of his countrymen by his extraordinary courage, tactical genius and audacity during the American War for Independence. Without hesitation, he single-handedly took the war at sea to the British, attacking their coastlines and capturing their ships in the British fleets' home waters. These acts inspired and transformed the fledgling Colonial Navy from an upstart band of rebels to a recognized fighting force, providing critical support for the colonies and their bid for independence from Great Britain. John Paul Jones is best remembered for his heroic defeat of the British 50-gun frigate Serapis on 23 September 1779. The three hour battle off Flamborough Head, in which John Paul Jones, in command of Bonhomme Richard, was victorious over a vastly superior British foe, established the spirit from which has grown the greatest navy the world has ever known.
13. Who was Sam Adams? US brewer, patriot, and politician in American Revolution; tax collector of Boston 1756-1764; angered by passage of Sugar Act of 1764, entered politics full-time; member of Massachusetts legislature 1765-1774; helped instigate Stamp Act riots in Boston after passage of Stamp Act of 1765; organized Non-Importation Association 1768 after passage of Townshend Acts; led agitation to demand removal of quartered British troops after Boston Massacre 1770; main founder of Boston Committee of Correspondence 1772; helped organize Boston Tea Party 1773 to protest Tea Act; Massachusetts delegate to Continental Congress 1774-1782; signer of Declaration of Independence 1776 as delegate from Massachusetts; lieutenant governor of Massachusetts 1789-1793; governor of Massachusetts 1793-1797; second cousin of John Adams (1735-1826) _1722-1803

14. Who was Ethan Allen? US landowner, patriot, and soldier in American Revolution; main organizer of Green Mountain Boys militia, in attempt to secure independence of Vermont from New Hampshire and New York; commanded capture of Fort Ticonderoga 1775; attempted to seize Montreal 1775, but captured by British and held prisoner 1775-1778 until released in prisoner exchange; wrote memoir "Narrative of Colonel Ethan Allen's Captivity" 1779, rationalist tract "Reason, the Only Oracle of Man" 1784 _1738-1789 

15. Who was Nathan Hale?  US martyr and patriot in American Revolution; said "I only regret that I have but one life to lose for my country" before being executed by British _1755-1776

16. Who was John Hancock?  US merchant and politician in American Revolution; Massachusetts delegate to Continental Congress 1775-1780, 1785-1786; president of Continental Congress 1775-1777, 1785-1786; signer of Declaration of Independence 1776 as delegate from Massachusetts (1st signer); governor of Massachusetts 1780-1785, 1787-1793 _1737-1793

17. Who was General Thomas Gage?  Thomas Gage was a dedicated military commander and colonial official, but his unyielding personality contributed to his inability to stem the growth of revolutionary fervor during a crucial time in British history.... Gage was named the military governor of Montréal in 1760 and later was promoted to major general. In 1763, he became the commander of British soldiers in North America.... In 1772, Gage returned to England during the temporary lull that followed the repeal of the Townshend duties and the violence of the Boston Massacre. However, tensions mounted again following the Boston Tea Party and the enactment of the punitive Coercive Acts, which Gage had helped to draft. In May 1774, he was returned to America, this time as military commander and royal governor of Massachusetts, replacing Thomas Hutchinson in the latter position. He was at this point the most powerful British official in the colonies, having vast authority over military, diplomatic and commercial matters as well as responsibility for relationships with the Indian tribes. 

Gage’s strict enforcement of the Coercive Acts stirred opposition among the populace in Boston. He reacted by declaring martial law in late 1774 and began a program of collecting stores of powder from various militia repositories in the fear that armed force might be used against governing officials. These seizures continued into the following year when Gage dispatched soldiers into the countryside on April 18 to both collect arms in storage at Concord, then apprehend (unsuccessfully) Samuel Adams and John Hancock, arguably the two most vocal opponents of royal authority. The ensuing skirmishes at Lexington and Concord marked the first overt actions in what would become a war for independence. 

Despite the outbreak of violence in April, Gage continued for nearly two months to believe that peace could be revived. In an effort to restore calm, he offered pardon to all except Adams and Hancock. Hope of reconciliation faded quickly, however. Gage ordered William Howe to attack a newly occupied and highly threatening American position on Breed’s Hill outside of Boston on June 17. The British offensive was successful, but at a tremendous cost, and much criticism of Gage followed. He was later recalled to London on the pretext of conferring on war plans, but instead was forced into virtual retirement. Howe succeeded him in the military command in the 13 colonies and Sir Guy Carleton was given similar power in Canada. 

Not only did Gage’s narrow view of his responsibilities serve to increase discontent in America during the 1760s and 1770s, but his scathing reports on colonial affairs did much to harden attitudes in London.

18. Who was Cornwallis? British general in American Revolution; defeated by George Washington at battle of Brandywine 1777; defeated by George Washington and surrendered at battle of Yorktown 1781 _1738-1805

19.  Who was Sam Adams? (Duplicate question.  See #13)
20. Who was Marquis de Lafayette? French general, politician, and revolutionary; aided colonists in American Revolution; fought at battles of Brandywine 1777, Monmouth 1778 _1757-1834

When Lafayette learned of the struggle of the Americans in their endeavor to secure their independence he resolved to come to the colonies to aid them in their efforts as a volunteer. He also persuaded several French officers to come with him. Eventually he landed near Charleston, South Carolina, June 13, 1777, and when the leaders learned of his mission they welcomed him very hospitably. Later in the summer he came to Philadelphia and the Congress welcomed him as he came to serve without pay and also as a volunteer. Since he represented the highest rank of French nobility and his motives were so patriotic in the American cause, the Congress commissioned him a Major General on the 31st of July. Later in the summer he met General Washington and a friendship developed between the two men which lasted as long as Washington lived. He was not even 20 years old! During Lafayette's life he never forgot the great American. Lafayette was a member of Washington's staff and during the Battle of the Brandywine, Lafayette participated in the closing part of the battle when he was wounded.
21. Who was General Pulaski?  Polish general; fought in American Revolution _1748?-1779

22.  Who were the minutemen? a member of an armed group pledged to take the field at a minute's notice during and immediately before the American Revolution
23. What is a militia? a body of citizens with some military training who are called to active duty only in an emergency
24. [image: image1.jpg]The Thirteen
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Who were the redcoats? A British soldier, especially one serving during the American Revolution.

25. Who were the loyalists? one who is or remains loyal to a political cause, government, or sovereign especially in times of revolt; An American who, during the period of the American Revolution, favored the British side. Also called Loyalist.

	Event #1
	Location
	Description

	Battle of Lexington & Concord 
	Lexington & Concord, Massachusetts
	The battle started in Lexington where the British killed 17 colonists.  Then, they marched toward Concord.  When the British set fire to some supplies in Concord, the colonists went to defend the town, but the British held onto Concord.  By noon, the British commander Colonel Smith decided  that he could withdraw to Boston.  As he withdrew, militia began surrounding his troops on all sides.  The American militiamen seemed to be everywhere on the road between Concord and Lexington firing at the retreating British troops.  Just beyond Lexington the British forces were joined by a force of 1000 soldiers led by Lord Percy.  The British once again advanced on Lexington, capturing the southern part, and plundering homes there, until the mass of gathering militia became too great. They withdrew to Boston.  During the day,  1,800 British soldiers had met approximately 4,000 Americans. The British lost 65 soldiers with an additional 173 wounded. The Americans lost 49 militia members and had 46 wounded.  The war was on –  there was no turning back!

	Date
	Victors
	

	April 19, 1775
	Rebel Militia
	

	What was significant about this event?
	This battle began the Revolutionary War that eventually lead to independence from the King of England (Great Britain).


	Event #2
	Location
	Description

	The Battle of Bunker Hill 
	near Boston, MA
	The Americans occupied Bunker Hill overlooking Boston on the evening of June 16th. The British, commanded by General Gage, had no choice but to attack the Americans. On the afternoon of the 17th, Gage's forces attacked. In a hard fought battle, the American were forced to withdraw. While the British were victorious, they suffered heavy losses.

	Date
	Victors
	

	June 6, 1775
	British
	

	What was significant about this event?
	British suffered heavy losses.  This would reduce the number of soldiers they had in the colonies.

	More Info on The Battle of Bunker Hill:

After the Battles of Lexington and Concord, two armies faced one another in Boston, the Army of New England, and the British Army. The New England Militia had surrounded Boston and the British army occupied it. Neither side had occupied Dorshester Heights or Bunker Hill which had clear strategic importance. In early June General Gage ordered the occupation of the Heights beginning June 16th. 

Word of Gage’s plans reached the Colonist and they decided to act first. On the evening of June 16th Colonel William Prescott on orders of General Artemas Ward led two massachusetts regiments and his own artillery company plus a large work detail headed out of Cambridge and occupied Bunker Hill. There they decided to dig in and fortify Breed Hill. Through the night the American troops worked to created a fortified position. 

With first light the British ships at anchor in the harbor noticed the American forces on the hills and began firing. General Gage ordered an attack on the American forces. The attack was led by General Howe with a force of 2200 men. They embarked on twenty eight large barges, a formidable force of redcoats. They landed unopposed on Moultons point. 

Howe had a complicated plan for a two pronged attack. The plan complexity and disregard for the capabilities of the Americans were its undoing. The 23rd Regiment, the Royal Welch Fusiliers, headed for the redoubt. The Americans who had limited gunpowder held their fire until the British were within fifty feet, then they opened fire on the thick column of British soldiers before them. A British officer described it: "Our Light Infantry were served up in companies, and were devoured by musket fire." The British attack broke. 

Meanwhile the attack above on the railed fence by the Grenadiers r similar trouble. Once again the Americans held their fire until the British were close by. Two attacks of the Grenadiers were successfully turned back. However, the Americans were soon running out of ammunition. On the third attack the British succeeded in overrunning the redoubt. Most of the Americans succeeded in withdrawing. Thirty were caught in the redoubt and killed by the British. The Americans were forced to withdraw, Bunker Hill was in British hands, but 226 British soldiers died taking the Hill and 828 were wounded. The Americans lost 140 killed and 271 wounded.


	Event #3
	Location
	Description

	Attack on Canada
	Quebec, Canada
	In September 1775 Arnold set off with an American force to capture Quebec. It was not until December 31 that Arnold's troops were ready to attack. The attack failed and the Americans were repulsed after suffering heavy losses.

 

	Date
	Victors
	

	December 31, 1775
	British
	

	What was significant about this event?
	Benedict Arnold underestimated the difficulty getting to Quebec which weakened the American troops.

	MORE INFO:   In late June, Congress directed that action be taken against the British in Canada. Washington detailed the task to Benedict Arnold to attack Quebec. Arnold collected supplies and troops and, on September 11, set off. Arnold believed that he would be able to travel by river to Quebec in twenty days. Unfortunately, he underestimated the time and difficulty of getting to Quebec, and it took Arnold 45 days of arduous traveling to reach Quebec. Many of his men died or turned back along the way.

 By the end of October they had neared Quebec, but a storm kept them away until November 13th. Arnold's army was in no condition to attack, so they pulled away to recoup. They were joined by 300 men led by Richard Montgomery, General Schuyler's second in command who had just captured Montreal. 

On December 31, the American forces assaulted Quebec, with 600 men led by Arnold from the North and 300 men led by Montgomery from the South. The British were waiting between successive barriers. The Americans broke through the first line, but were stopped by the second. Arnold was wounded in the leg and carried from the battle field. Montgomery was killed by a bullet to the head, and the American assault failed. Six hundred men were captured and 60 died in the attempt to take Quebec.


	Event #4
	Description

	U.S. Navy Created
	On November 28, the Continental Congress authorized the establishment of the American Navy. Although the Navy was to play only a minor role in the war, the success of American privateers in interrupting British trade was an important factor aiding the patriot cause. 

	Date
	

	November 28, 1775
	

	What was significant about this event?
	It was the beginning of the U.S. Navy, now one of the most powerful military operations in the world.


	Event #5
	Description

	Common Sense Published 
	"Common Sense," published in January, argued that the time had come to sever colonial ties with England; and that it was in the American interest to do so. This pamphlet sold 120,000 copies in the first three months and was instrumental in convincing many colonists that the time had come for Independence. 



	Date
	

	January 1775
	

	What was significant about this event?
	It was writing for the common people that helped to convince many colonists to make the bold move to declare independence from England.


	Event #6
	Location
	Description

	Battle of Trenton
	Trenton, NJ
	On December 26th, Washington's Army crossed the Delaware and surprised the British at Trenton. The main attack was made by 2,400 troops under Washington on the Hessian Garrison. Washington's troops achieved total surprise and defeated the British forces. The American victory was the first of the war, and helped to restore American morale.

	Date
	Victors
	

	December 26, 1776
	Americans
	

	What was significant about this event?
	It was the first victory for the Americans in the war and helped restore morale.

	MORE INFO:

Despite Washington's defeats in New York, he was not willing to sit idly by while the British occupied all of New Jersey. The front lines of the British were occupied by Hessian troops who held positions along the Delaware River opposite Washington's troops in Pennsylvania. 

On Christmas Night, Washington surprised the British by leading a group of 2400 troops across the Delaware. At the same time, James Ewing was to seize the ferry just south of the city. Despite the ice floating down the river, Washington succeeded in crossing the river and leading his men and their artillery ashore. At a few minutes before 8:00, Washington and Ewing's troops converged on Trenton. The Americans set up artillery that commanded the streets of the city. As the Hessians who had been up late celebrating Christmas took to the streets, they were struck down. The British commander, Colonel Rall, was soon killed. 

Within an hour, the battle was over, 22 Hessians were dead, 98 were wounded and almost a thousand were being held prisoner. Only four Americans, however, were wounded. Washington returned with his triumphant forces to Pennsylvania. The next day, Colonel Caldwater who had failed to cross the river the day before, crossed the Delaware with his troops and occupied the empty town of Burlington. Two days later, Washington followed with his men. As the year ended, Washington had 5000 men and 40 howitzers in Trenton.


	Event #7
	Location
	Description

	Battle of Germantown
	Germantown, PA (near Phildadelphia)
	After Howe had occupied Philadelphia, Washington attacked British troops at Germantown. The Americans planned a four pronged attack. The morning was foggy, and American coordination broke down. As a result, the attack failed, and the American troops were forced to withdraw.

MORE INFO:

On September 22nd, Howe managed to outflank Washington and make his way into Philadelphia. Nevertheless, Washington was not willing to allow Howe to remain in Philadelphia unmolested. Early on the morning of October 4th, Washington's troops attacked the British troops in Germantown. There were 8,000 troops bivouacked there, and Washington's plans called for a simultaneous attack by four converging forces. The Americans were supposed to attack without firing, but shooting broke out very quickly from both sides. 

The air around Germantown that early October morning was laden with a fog so thick that American troops soon began to attack each other accidentally. Coordination between the various attacking forces became impossible. As American forces fired on one another, Howe counterattacked. The initiative moved to the British and the American forces were forced to withdraw. Once again, the American forces were defeated. However, the army was still intact, even after a fierce struggle with the British.

	Date
	Victors
	

	October 4, 1777
	British
	

	What was significant about this event?
	Washington’s plan, to have four forces attack the British from different directions, didn’t work in the foggy weather, and Americans wound up shooting their own troops.


	Event #8
	Location
	Description

	Battle of Saratoga
	Saratoga, NY
	Burgoyne felt he had no option but to press on to Albany. The American army, however, was blocking his way at Bemis Heights. The British made two attempts to break through American defenses, but failed. After the second attempt, they withdrew to Saratoga, where they were surrounded by American troops. The British had no choice but to surrender which they did on October 13, 1777. One quarter of the British forces in North America thus surrendered, and, while many battles were yet to be fought, American Independence was assured.



	Date
	Victors
	

	October 13, 1777
	Americans
	

	What was significant about this event?
	One quarter of the British troops in North America had been captured. The effects were far reaching, for the American victory had convinced the other European powers that an American victory was possible, and aid was soon forthcoming.

	MORE INFO about The Battle of Saratoga:

Burgoyne continued southward, even as his options and support began to crumble. On September 13th, he crossed the Hudson, heading towards Albany. He was down to 6,500 troops. Waiting for Burgoyne was American General Gates with 7,000 men. Gates was entrenched in Bemis Heights, and Burgoyne elected to attack. Burgoyne sent 2,000 men under General Fraser on a flanking movement to the west, and then towards the American line. The main attack was to take place by General Hamilton's forces in the center, and a third attack was to proceed straight down the river road. Burgoyne was handicapped by his limited knowledge of American positions. 

Early in morning of the 19th of September, the British troops set off. The Americans became aware of the British movements and, at the insistence of Arnold, Gates agreed to send a force out from the fortification to determine British intentions. Thus, in a clearing near Freeman's Farm, the battle developed. First, Morgan’s riflemen ran into Fraser's left flank, cutting them down. They were in turn decimated by part of Hamilton's brigade. 

Thus it went for most of the day, with piecemeal parts of the American and British forces being thrown at each other. At the end of the day, however, the Americans still held the Heights, and the British had lost 600 killed, wounded or captured. Time was not on Burgoyne's side, with the nights getting longer and colder, food beginning to run low, and no option of local foraging. He had lost his Native American scouts, and the ranks of the American forces were swelling every day. 

Finally, in a desperate move to break out, Burgoyne sent 1,500 of his men on an attack on the western flank of the American forces. They were immediately attacked by Morgan's men, and a general British retreat soon ensued. The Americans were not content with driving the British back, and soon a force under Arnold was attacking a section of the British defensive lines known as the Horseshoe. After a fierce fight, it was captured. Burgoyne's position thus became untenable and, that night, he pulled his forces back toward Saratoga, leaving behind his wounded and much of his supplies, and losing another 600 men. 

Once he arrived in Saratoga, it became clear that he would not be able to sustain his position. Gates had followed him, and soon had him surrounded. On October 12th, Burgoyne called a council of war with his officers, which unanimously agreed that there was no choice but to surrender. The next day, Burgoyne asked for terms, to which the parties agreed, and Burgyone surrendered. One quarter of the British troops in North America had been captured. The effects were far reaching, for the American victory had convinced the other European powers that an American victory was possible, and aid was soon forthcoming.


	Event #9
	Location
	Description

	Valley Forge
	Valley Forge, PA
	With the British Army secure in Philadelphia, the American army settled into winter quarters at Valley Forge. It was a winter of hardship and suffering for the troops. It was also a winter of training, in which the American troops were taught how to be professional soldiers. 



	Date
	Victors
	

	Winter 1777- 1778
	
	

	What was significant about this event?
	The American soldiers had some time to get training as professional soldiers.


	Event #10
	Location
	Description

	Treaty of Amity with France
	France
	After the American victory at Saratoga, the French were ready to enter into an agreement with the Americans. On January 7, 1778, the French royal council declared unanimously in favor of a treaty of amity and commerce with the United States. It was followed on February 6th with a treaty of alliance.

	Date
	Victors
	

	January 7, 1778
	
	

	What was significant about this event?
	Another country recognized the United States as a nation separate from England.


	Event #11
	Location
	Description

	John Paul Jones and Bonne Homme Richard
	at sea
	The most remarkable single ship duel of the American Revolution was between the Bonne Homme Richard commanded by John Paul Jones and the HMS Serapis. The duel took place on September 23, 1779. The Serapis was a 50 gun ship that outgunned the Bonne Homme Richard which was barely sea worthy. When the captain of the Serapis hailed the Bonne Homme Richard and demanded surrender, John Paul Jones answered:" Surrender be dammed, I have not begun to fight." The Bon Homme Richard went on the vanquish the Serapis. 

	Date
	Victors
	

	Sept. 23, 1778
	Americans
	

	What was significant about this event?
	The Americans proved they could beat the more well-armored British ships.


	Event #12
	Location
	Description

	Arnold a Traitor
	West Point, NY
	In an act that has made his name synonymous with treason in American history, General Benedict Arnold conspired to turn his command of West Point over to the British. In return, he was to receive money and become a general in the British army. His treason was discovered when Major Andre, his British contact, was captured. Andre, seen here, was reluctantly hung as a spy. 

	Date
	Victors
	

	Sept. 25, 1780
	Americans
	

	What was significant about this event?
	The Americans discovered Benedict Arnold’s treachery before it caused them to lose control over an important position, West Point.


	Event #13
	Location
	Description

	Battle of Cowpens
	Cowpens South Carolina
	American General Morgan defeated a British force of regulars under the command of Colonel Tarleton. Morgan's troops enveloped the British in a classic military action that captured all of the British forces.

 

	Date
	Victors
	

	Jan. 17, 1781
	Americans
	

	What was significant about this event?
	The entire British force of 800 men was captured.

	MORE INFO about The Battle of Cowpens:

After Gates had been defeated at Camden, the Continental Congress authorized General Washington to appoint a new commander of the Southern armies. Washington selected General Greene, who had recently resigned as Quartermaster General. Greene headed south. 

Upon his arrival, Greene split his small army, sending General Morgan to western South Carolina to menace the British troops and attempt to threaten British Post 96. Cornwallis responded by sending Colonel Tarleton, with about 1,000 soldiers, to Post 96. There, he received further orders from Cornwallis to seek out and destroy Morgan's forces. 

Morgan had 600 Continental soldiers and seasoned Virginia militia men, together with another 500 untrained militia men. He decided to remain and fight Tarleton. Morgan placed his soldiers on a gentle but commanding hill, deploying them in three lines. The most reliable soldiers among the Continental troops and Virginia militia were placed just forward of the crest. Below were two lines of militia, the furthest forward being the best sharpshooters. Morgan did not expect that they would be able to stand against a line of British regulars, so he gave them explicit orders that they were to fire three rounds and then run to the place were the horses were being held. Morgan placed 130 mounted men in reserve under Colonel Washington. 

At 4:00 AM, Tarleton's forces broke camp, and Morgan was duly notified. At 8:00 AM, Tarleton reached American lines. Morgan went up and down the line repeating the famous words: “Don’t fire until you see the white of their eyes!” A fierce cry went out from the British forces: Morgan responded loudly, “They give us the British Hallo, boys. Give them the Indian Hallo, by G-d.”  

A wild cry went out from the Americans. The sharpshooters took aim and fired. They did their job, firing two or three times and running back to the second line. The British continued to advance and, as the second line began to fire, the British began to run up the hill with bayonets ready. The second line fled. British dragoons then tried to cut down the fleeing Americans. Just then, Washington's cavalry appeared and chased away the British cavalry. Morgan was awaiting the militia men where the horses were, and he managed to turn them back around toward the battle. 

Meanwhile, the final line of Continentals was holding off the British. The tactical situation forced them to retreat slightly. Tarleton thought the battle had been won, and he ordered a general charge. As they charged, Morgan ordered the retiring force of Continentals to turn and fire. At the same time, the militia men were coming up on the left. Once the British were halted in their tracks, the Americans began charging with bayonets. Just then, the militia attacked from the left, and Washington's cavalry attacked from the right. In what would become a classic military victory, one of the most famous of the war, the entire British force was captured. The British had lost 910 men, 110 killed and 800 taken prisoner, as well as all of their supplies. The American lost only 73 people, 12 killed and 61 wounded.


	Event #14
	Location
	Description

	Bottle of Yorktown
	Yorktown, VA
	General Cornwallis arrived in Petersburg in May of 1781. After receiving conflicting instructions, Cornwallis went to Yorktown and began preparing a naval base there. General Washington moved south and, together with French ground and naval forces, surrounded the British army, forcing its surrender and effectively ending the war.

from:  http://members.aol.com/spursfan50/davidallen/yorktown.htm

October 17. On the 19th of October, the papers were signed and he officially surrendered. This would be the final major battle of the Revolutionary War.

	Date
	Victors
	

	October 17, 1781
	Americans
	

	What was significant about this event?
	This effectively ended the Revolutionary War.


	Event #15
	Location
	Description

	Treaty of Paris
	Paris, France
	On September 3, 1783, a peace treaty was formally signed between Great Britain and the United States. This treaty officially ended the Revolutionary War.

	Date
	Victors
	

	September 3, 1783
	Everyone wins when there is peace.
	

	What was significant about this event?
	This officially ended the Revolutionary War, and Britain recognized the United States as an independent nation.

	MO RE INFO:  After the Battle of Yorktown the British were ready to come to a deal with the Americans. This was understandable, since they suffered reverses in other parts of the world and the Tory government, in power at that time, showed favor to the Americans.

Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and John Jay were sent to Paris, with the hopes of negotiating a peace treaty. The three envoys were under instructions not to make a separate peace with the British. 

The negotiators, fearing French interests were not the same as those of the Americans, decided to open direct talks with the British. As a result, the British agreed to recognize United States independence and its borders from the Great Lakes to Florida, and as far west as the Mississippi. The Americans, in turn, agreed to respect the property of loyalists and to allow British merchants to collect debts owed them.









































Write the names of the colonies in order from North to South:





1.  Massachusetts


2.  New Hampshire


3.  New York


4.  Pennsylvania


5.  Connecticut (or RI)


6.  Rhode Island (or CT)


7.  New Jersey


8.  Virginia (or MD, or, DE)


9. Maryland (or VA, or DE)


10. Delaware (or VA, or MD)


11.  North Carolina


12.  South Carolina


13.  Georgia
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