
Making A New Nation

“If You Lived in the Time of the Revolution”

Comprehension Questions

1.  What did the author suggest was “like your mother watching over you”?

o a) the colonists paying taxes

o b) the colonists having help and protection

o c) England controlling trade

o d) the Stamp Act

2.  What did the British do to try to satisfy the demands of the Patriots?

o a) they allowed the colonists to be a member of Parliament

o b) they dumped tea into Boston Harbor

o c) they took away all the taxes except the one on tea

o d) they ended the Stamp Act

Making A New Nation

“The Night the Revolution Began”            

Comprehension Questions

1) You can assume from this passage that “a pin might be seen lying on the wharf” because:

o a) the men were carrying lamps and torches

o b) the moon was shining brightly

o c) it was daytime

o d) the group of men could see well

2) The most likely reason that the men and boys carried out the protest with discipline is that:

o a) they did not want to do anything wrong

o b) they did not want to go to jail

o c) they wanted it to be neat and easy

o d) they wanted to make a statement about taxation

Making A New Nation

“The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere”          

Comprehension Questions

1.  For what reason did Paul Revere and William Dawes set off to sound the alarm?

o a) to warn the two rebel leaders and alert the countryside

o b) to surprise the town of Concord

o c) the British were planning to take the ammunition stored in Concord

o d) a British force of 700 left Boston

2. Why were signal lanterns hung in the tower of the church?

o a) so the Patriots could see

o b) to get Revere out of Boston

o c) to tell the patriots how the British were leaving Boston

o d) to allow others to carry the news to Lexington and Concord

Making A New Nation

“The Declaration of Independence”               

Comprehension Questions

1.  Why does the author wonder why Jefferson would blame the British king for having slavery in the colonies?

o a) because Jefferson denounced slavery

o b) because the colonists owned millions of slaves

o c) because Jefferson said he despised slavery

o d) because the slaves worked for King George III

2.  What was the author referring to when he writes that the phrase ‘all men were created equal’, “remained somewhat empty”?

o a) they did not write the phrase long enough

o b) the “Declaration of Independence” was a glorious document

o c) the phrase did not apply to slaves

o d) the phrase did not make sense

Making A New Nation

“The Master Spy of New York”            

Comprehension Questions

1.  What did the author mean when he wrote: “he deserved the applause of his country”?

o a) Matthews deserved a round of applause for his performance.

o b) Matthews should be recognized by the people of his country.

o c) Matthews was the best spy in the country.

o d) Matthews should continue being a slave.

2.  One can conclude from this passage that:

o a) Some slaves who served in the military were freed; others were not.

o b) All slaves that served in the military were brave.

o c) James Armistead Lafayette was the only black spy in the American army.

o d) The best spies in the American army were black slaves.

Making A New Nation

“Shhhh! We’re Writing the Constitution”

Comprehension Questions

1.  What did Washington and Hamilton strongly believe America needed?

o a) a president

o b) a central government

o c) local leadership

o d) a white horse

2.  What is the meaning of quarrel in the passage, “No one would quarrel with that”?

o a) to sing

o b) to argue

o c) to laugh

o d) to revise

3.  Why did they reschedule the revising of the Articles of Confederation?

o a) the delegates thought they would be bored

o b) the delegates didn’t think it would be helpful

o c) Rhode Island didn’t want to attend

o d) they had other important meetings

4.  Why did Madison arrive early to the convention?

o a) he was upset

o b) he was so ready to participate

o c) he wanted a vacation

o d) he wanted to meet George Washington
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