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Lesson 1




Comprehension Strategy: Making Connections       

“A New Life”      
climbed 
especially

journeyed     

 harvest 


factories

slightly

retired

imagined  

owned

manager

drugstore

paychecks    

1. Can you think of a time when you had to do something by yourself for the first time? Describe what it was and how you were thinking and feeling.

2. Have you ever taken a trip or moved from one town to another? Describe this experience.

3. Do you ever visit family members that live in other towns? Describe one of these experiences.

4.  Why wasn’t it easy for Robert to find a job?       

5. How did Robert and Ruth end up owning a drugstore? Summarize the events that led up to this.
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Comprehension Strategy: Making Connections       

“Gena’s Japanese Adventure”
overseas
scared
laughed
convinced

tense


adventure

arranged

echoed 

swarmed  

restaurant    
grocery
island
booths
symbols

1. Have you ever had an opportunity to visit a country other than the United States? Describe this experience.                    

2. Have you ever moved to a new country or known somebody who has moved to a new country? Write about your experience or your friend’s experience.

3. Why was Carrie worried about Gena moving to Japan? 

4.  How was Japan different from Gena’s home in Iowa?   

5. What did Gena learn about herself from being in Japan?                                 
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Comprehension Strategy: Summarizing                           

“A Quest for Knowledge”    
Jane Goodall
Dr. Louis Leakey
Tanzania 
behavior


Jubilee  

London Zoo 
similarities    resources

exploration   
individual

fulfill
fascinated

1. Summarize the first two paragraphs.                                                                                          

2. What was Jane Goodall’s goal on her quest? 

3. When did Jane’s quest begin?  Summarize the events that led up to her studying in Africa.

4.  Summarize the section entitled “Study and Research”.

5. Describe the program “Roots and Shoots” and what it was set up to do.     
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Comprehension Strategy: Clarifying                                       

“Magical Voyages to Magical Worlds”
disappear

enchantment
tornado
delicate        


enormous

appetites

definite
pantries 

cautious
vicious
dwarves
accompanied
Narnia  

1. Clarify how the book The Wizard of Oz was different from the movie “The Wizard of Oz”.                                       

2. What did Frank Baum do as a response to the popularity of the Oz books?                                                   

3. Clarify how hobbits are different from ordinary animals.                           

4.  How are the world of Narnia and Middle Earth similar?

5. Write a brief description of each of the fantasy books talked about in this short story.
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Comprehension Strategy: Clarifying                                       

“Albert’s Search”                    
Mr. Albert Lavitt
Denver
Clarence White       taxi


Internet

Benedict Arms Apartments   
climbed

discouraged
separated

pleasantly

especially

1. Clarify the meaning of the word Internet.   Write a definition and describe what you know about the Internet.        

2. Why did Albert go to Denver?                                                                                              

3. Clarify the meaning of the term “nursing home”.                          

4.  What did Albert and Clarence do during their visit?   

5. What agreement did the two friends make at the end of the story?                      
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Comprehension Strategy: Summarizing                                      

“Down-to-Earth Astronaut”             
imagine

shuttle

recall


science


hobbies 

ancient
college

practical 


astronaut

liftoff

weight

advice          

1. Summarize Mae Jemison’s interests and hobbies as a child.        

2. What did Mae study at school and in college?                                                                            

3. What did Mae do as a doctor that is important?               

4.  Summarize Mae’s work with NASA.                       

5. What is Mae’s advise to young people?                                                 
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Comprehension Strategy: Summarizing                                      

“Amazing Animal Navigation”                  
ancient
hibernate
certain
tributary
spawn


fascinated

route

navigate
evidence
proved

compass
theory
pigeons
magnetic
biologists 

1. Summarize how Atlantic salmon and sea turtles migrate.        

2. Summarize how birds migrate.                                                                                           

3. Describe how scientists think the magnetic field effects animal navigation.

4. What are some other theories of animal navigation?    

5. Do migrating animals use only one method of navigation? Explain your answer by using information from the story.

