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Comprehension Strategy: Summarizing
“The Secret of Fire”                    

pines

assigned

winds
exciting
(Long I)


selfish  
sturdier
scattered
announced
  willingly


pleaded      
freeze
refused
Beaver  
secret   (Long E)


knowledge

tremendous
furious
straight

1.  Where did this story come from and what does the tale explain?

2.  Why didn’t the animals and trees have any way to warm themselves when it was cold?

3.  Summarize what Beaver did to get fire from the pine trees.

4.  Where did the Cedar and Pines end up at the end of the story?  How did they get there?

5.  Retell this legend of the Nez Perce people in your own words.
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Comprehension Strategy: Clarifying
“Ramona’s Quilt”                    

ballet

Nutcracker

congratulations

sighed


quilts

fabric    
needles
informed
unfolded



talents
disappear

thread
musical
quitting    

1. Why did Ramona’s father say “congratulations” to Ramona?

2.  What did Ramona’s grandmother do with fabric and needles?

3.  What does the author mean when she says “Ramona’s eyes moved from square to square”?

4.  How is Ramona’s life like the quilt that her grandmother made for her?

5.  Why did Abuela suggest that they hang the quilt in Ramon’s room?

Heritage

Lesson 3





Comprehension Strategy: Making Connections
“Charlie’s Present”                 

exactly

belonged

Great-Grandfather
present


pocket watch
old country
attached
Sweden




Ellis Island
Wisconsin

New York

automobile  

1. Did reading about Charlie’s birthday party with family and friends make you think of a time when you had this kind of birthday party?

2.  Can you make a connection to the part of the story when Charlie’s mother looked at him like something important was going to happen?  Has something like this ever happened to you?

3.  Did you know your great-grandfather or grandfather?  If not, do you know stories about them that your parents have told to you?

4. Why did the pocket watch mean a lot to the child in the story? 

5.  What was the story of Great-Grandfather Henry that the boy’s mother shared?
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Comprehension Strategy: Making Connections
“The House in the Country”          

raised 
soybeans

ginger   
 stubby

rosebushes


spattered

sputtered

chuckled

winked  




1. Have you ever lived in the country or do you know someone who lives in the country?  Have you ever been to the country? What were your impressions of it?

2.  Why do you think that Sharmee and her brother wanted to move back to the country? Is there some place that you would like to move to?

3.  Why didn’t Grandma come to visit her family in the city?

4. How did Grandma keep Sharmee and Buzz busy during the summer? How did they spend their time?

5.  What was mother and father so surprised about when they came for a visit in the country? Have you ever surprised your parents like that in a similar way?

