
Open Court Heritage Research Project ideas:

1.
The students can research a family recipe that is handed down from generation to generation. They must cook it, and write step by step what they did in order to make it. They must also include the history from the recipe.

2.
The students can create a fictional story about their families. They must illustrate pictures to go with this story, in the end it will be a book.

3.
The student can research the meaning of his/her name.  Look up the meaning in a baby book, plus ask parents where the name came from.  Also, learn about middle name and last name too.

4.
The student can find out when the family first arrived in America.  How did they come, from what country?  Did they have a different first name and last name from the prior country?  When was it?  Why did they come to America?  Where did they stay?  What was the first job the adults had?

5.
Make a family tree.  Michaels craft center has a cute family tree made of bears.  I just copy this and have the students fill it in with illustrations or photos.  They try and get all the names of their parents, grandparents, and great grandparents.

6.
Make a drawing of their favorite home they have lived in.  Do a guided walk as they close their eyes.  You have them walk through every part of their home, remembering details.  

Cumulating project: a story about a favorite memory.

You can teach the genre of memoir writing. I like to use Sandra Cisneros – House on Mango Street.  We read the story, “Hairs”.  The students draw portraits of their family members and then do an imitative Hairs poem.  We give it to the moms on Mother's Day.

Here is some info on memoirs:

Memoir Writing

Memoirs are focused on the significance of a relationship and are supported by memories of specific experiences.  They may focus on any individual person, place, animal, or thing.  The success of the memoir lies in the writer's ability to provide the reader with an understanding of the importance of the relationship.

Examples to Use with Students

AUTHOR

TITLE 

Ackerman      Song and dance man

Aliki       Those Summers

Bahr, Mary      Memory Box

Baker      Where the forest meets 

Booth, Barbara      Mandy 

Bunting, Eve       Going home

Bunting, Eve      Flour Garden

Bunting, Eve      Secret Place

Cameron       Julian Series

Cisneros, Sandra      Hairs = Pelitos

Cisneros, Sandra      House on Mango Street 

Cleary, Beverly       A girl from Yamhill 

Cooney, Barbara       Hattie and the Wild Waves

Cooney, Barbara      Miss Rumphius

Crews, Donald       Bigmama's 

Crews, Donald       Shortcut 

Crews, Nina       One hot summer day 

Curtis, Jamie Lee       When I was little

Dahl, Roald       Boy 

DePaola, Tomie       Nana upstaire, Nana downstairs 

DePaola, Tomie      Now one foot, now the other 

DePaola, Tomie       The art lesson

Fox, Mem      Shoes from Grandpa

Fritz, Jean       Homesick

Greenfield, Eloise       Childtimes 

Greenfield, Eloise       Me and Nessie 

Greenfield, Eloise      William and the good old days 

Hendershot, Judith       In Coal Country 

Hines, Anna      Daddy makes the best spaghetti

Houston, Gloria       My great aunt Arizona

Howard, Arthur      When I was five

Howard, Elizabeth      

Aunt Flossie's hats (and crab cakes later)

Johnson, Angela      The Leaving Morning and one of three

Johnson, Delores      Papa's stories 

Johnson, Paul Bret       Lost

Lindenbaum Boodill      My Dog

Little, Jean      Hey world, here I am

Little, Jean      Little by little

Lowry, Lois      Looking back: a book of memories

Lyon, George Ella      Basket 

Lyon, George Ella       Come a tide

McLerran, Alice      Roxaboxen

Mcloskey, Robert      Time of Wonder 

Miles, Miska      Annie and the old one

Mills      The rag coat 

Mitchell, Margaret      Uncle Jed's Barber Shop

Moore, Dessie & Chevelle      Good morning 

Moore, Dessie & Chevelle      Getting dressed 

Moss, Marissa      Amelia's notebook 

Polacco, Patricia      Bbushka's Doll

Polacco, Patricia      Chicken Sunday 

Polacco, Patricia      Grandfather's Journey

Polacco, Patricia      My Ol' Man 

Polacco, Patricia      My rotten, redheaded brother 

Polacco, Patricia      Pink and Say

Polacco, Patricia      Some birthday

Polacco, Patricia      Thank you Mr. Falker

Polacco, Patricia      The Keeping quilt

Polacco, Patricia      Uncle Vova's tree 

Pomerantz, Charlotte      The chalk doll

Rylant, Cynthia      When I was young in the mountains 

Rylant, Cynthia      When the relatives came 

Say, Allen      Grandfather's Journey 

Scholes, Katherine       Peace begins with you

Sender, Minsky      The holocaust

Sleator, William       Oddballs 

Steptoe      Stevie 

Stevenson, James      When I was nine

Tsuchiya, Ukio      Faithful elephants

Uchida, Yoshiko      The bracelet

Umi Heo      One afternoon

Van Allsburg, Chris       The stranger 

Viorst, Judith      

Alexander, Who's Not (do you hear me? I mean it) going to move

Viorst, Judith      Rosie and Michael

Viorst, Judith      The pain and the great one

Viorst, Judith      The tenth good thing about Barney

Wilder, Laura Ingalls      Little house on the prairie

Wilheim, Hans      I'll always love you

Williams, R      Under the Chinaberry Tree

Williams, Vera B.      "More, more, more" said the baby

Williams, Vera B.      3 days on a river in a red canoe

Williams, Vera B.       A chair for my mother 

Zolotow, Charlotte       The moon was the best 
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