We watched an animated film about Sacajawea, and read a story in Open Court entitled, “Sacajawea’s Journey”.  The stories are about the same person, but they are told from two different points of view (or viewpoints).  

A viewpoint is not the same for everybody.  For example, if you owned a restaurant, your viewpoint would be to have lots of customers and earn money.  But if you were a guest in a restaurant, your viewpoint might be to have a nice quiet meal that is delicious and not too expensive.  How we see life is strongly affected by our viewpoints, or our point of view. On a separate piece of paper, write complete sentences to the following questions.  Be sure to re-state the question in your response:

1. What is the viewpoint of the animated film?

2. What is the viewpoint of the story?

3. What did your learn from the film that wasn’t explained in the story?

4. How does the point of view of the film effect what you understand about the Native Americans?

5. How does the point of view of the film effect what you understand about the Lewis and Clark expedition?

6. Which story did you like more – the animated film or the story?  Explain why.

7. Can you think of other instances where different points of view would produce different “stories” or interpretations of the same event?

8. What did you learn from the National Geographic film that you didn’t learn from the story in the book or from the animated film?
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