Lewis & Clark and Sacagawea Study Guide

1. What was the name of Sacagawea’s tribe? Where did they live?

2. What were some of the important things Sacagawea learned as a child?

3. What is the name of the Native American tribe that kidnapped Sacagawea when she was young?

4. Why did President Thomas Jefferson make the Louisiana Purchase in 1803?

5. Lewis and Clark hired her husband Charbonneau as an interpreter.  Why did they also take Sacagawea and her baby Pompy?

6. Name the different ways that Lewis and Clark kept records of what they saw during the expedition.

7. What did Sacagawea know that was of great help to the expedition?

8. Describe an event when Sacagawea displayed her bravery and calmness. 

9. Thomas Jefferson assigned Meriwether Lewis to lead an expedition.  Who did Lewis hire to help co-lead this expedition, and what were the goals of this trip?

10. The Corps of Discovery included men of various skills and backgrounds.  Name some of these skills and explain why they were important for this expedition.

11. Why was it important to the Lewis and Clark expedition that Sacagawea get well?


12. When Sacagawea finally saw her original family, what happened?

13. Describe why Sacagawea was a very special person.

14. How do we know about Sacagawea’s life?

15. How did Sacagawea get well when she was sick?

16. During their journey, the Corps of Discovery came into contact with over fifty different Native American tribes.  Name some of these tribes and explain how they helped the expedition.

17. How do we know what happened during the Corps of Discovery expedition?

18. Explain how the Corps of Discovery solved the problem of deciding which river to travel on.

