Going West                

Lesson 1





Comprehension Strategy: Asking Questions
“The Hidden Treasure”             
country

legend

tepees
wearily  
coyote


rhyme
    arrived

    treasure

     boulders



glittered
      ceiling

crystals
Jeremy
Samantha


1. Where is Montana located?  Why is Montana a good location for the story?

2. What is a “pack trip”?  What does it mean for the horses to “clip-clop” up the trail?

3.  Does the picture give you any clue about what is meant by “tepees in the sky”?            

4.  What treasure did the kids find?  How did they figure out where it was located?

5. Why do you think other people couldn’t solve the mystery?
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Comprehension Strategy: Clarifying
“Jeans Come to the West”             
peddling
wares
tough
miner
panning
glanced


grunted 
mumbled

laughed

brilliant




tailor

demanding

Levi Strauss 
canvass
inquire

1.  In the first paragraph, what does the author mean by the expression “peddling his wares”?        

2. What did Levi mean when he said, “One more sale, and I’ll have won my right to retire for the day”?

3. What happened that gave Levi the idea to try to make a pair of pants out of the canvas?            

4.  Why did the other miners in the area also want pairs of Levi’s pants?

5. Summarize how jeans came to the West. 
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Comprehension Strategy: Visualize
“Free to Learn”             
Emma
Thomas
Virginia
   South Carolina
stomach


clothes
soldiers
slavery
escape
silently


through
uncertain
islands
medicine
freedom
manage

1.  First visualize, and then describe what it felt like to be Emma, a slave living on a plantation.        

2. Visualize Emma’s family’s escape from slavery. Describe their experience.

3. What do you think it was like for Emma and her family when they first arrived on the Sea Islands?       

4.  What was Emma’s “good luck” that the author told us about in the story? 

5. Can you imagine seeing the word “freedom” scratched in the dirt, just as Emma saw it?  Why was it “the best word of all”?
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Comprehension Strategy: Asking Questions
“Nightmare in New Mexico”
dismay
trembling

sloshing
Navajo
surprisingly


figuring
desperately
governor
gratitude
nightmare

terrified
sprawling

Excavade Wash

stalled      

1.  Why do you think the fears Oveta felt in her dream stayed with her after she awoke?                

2. What is a “wash”?  Why was it accumulating water in the story?          

3. What kind of work was Oveta doing at her home to keep her mind occupied?                                             

4.  Why did Oveta have a rope in the back of her car?                       

5. How did Oveta rescue the children from the raging water?                                                                  
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Comprehension Strategy: Summarizing
“Buck Answers the Call”  
Klondike
Yeehat
Indians
Spitz
 
muscles
climate


gardener
mushy
husky
hungrier
fang
centuries

lazily

loyalty
ideal

harnessed

retained


1.  Why was Alaska attracting so many people in the late 1800’s, and why were these people in need of dogs?                  

2. What happened to Buck that made him learn how to survive under the law of club and fang?

3. Describe Buck’s vicious encounter with Spitz.                                          

4.  Summarize what happened when John Thorton bet Buck could pull a thousand pounds.                       

5. In the space below, summarize the story and what you learned about Buck.                                                                 
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Comprehension Strategy: Making Connections
“A Tall Tale”             
Billie Bartlett 
Texas
Rio Grande
panhandle

gulp




disappeared
central
mustang
brought
galloping


flooded
hooves
Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West Show

1.  How do you know this story is a tall tale?   Do you know any other tall tales?                                       

2. According to this tall tale, how did the Texas panhandle get so dry?                    

3. What did Billie do that created the Rio Grande River?                                       

4.  What is the purpose of this tall tale?  What other type of story does it remind you of?         

5. Is there some part of your life that you can explain by creating a tall tale?                                                                                                                                                  

