
Name:__________________

Date:___________________

Subject:_________________

Writing Connections

Half Slave and Half Free

Directions: On a separate piece of paper, answer the following question in cursive. Your response should have at least 3 paragraphs and answer all parts of the question. Be sure to check for spelling and grammar before turning in your final draft. Good luck!

In this week’s story, we read about the rivalry, or competition, between Lincoln and Douglas. It might have been easier for Lincoln if Douglas had dropped out. Write an essay persuading Douglas to drop out of the race and let Lincoln have the position.

In your answer, make sure that you:

· Have an introduction that  asks Douglas to step down.

· Offer two to three reasons why he should step down

· Address Douglas’s concerns.

· Have a conclusion that restates your request to Douglas and asks him again to leave the race.
Name:__________________

Date:___________________

Subject:_________________
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Writing Connections

Carrying the Running-Aways

Directions: On a separate piece of paper, answer the following question in cursive. Your response should have at least 3 paragraphs and answer all parts of the question. Be sure to check for spelling and grammar before turning in your final draft. Good luck!

In Carrying the Running-Aways, an unnamed rower is asked to help slaves to safety. Decide whether you think he should help or to just worry about himself, and convince him to go with your decision.

In your answer, make sure that you:

· Have an introduction that tells the rower what you think he should do.

· Offer two to three reasons why he should follow your advice.

· Address the rower’s concerns.

· Have a conclusion that restates your advice to the rower and one final plea to convince him to do what you said.
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Writing Connections

So I Became a Soldier

Directions: On a separate piece of paper, answer the following question in cursive. Your response should have at least 3 paragraphs and answer all parts of the question. Be sure to check for spelling and grammar before turning in your final draft. Good luck!

Read the poem “Harriet Tubman” and the song “The Drinking Gourd.” What does this tell us about how African Americans fought against slavery? How is this different from or similar to what you thought before?

In your answer, make sure that you:

· Have an introduction that states what you think about how African Americans fought.

· Offer two to three reasons why you think so.

· Have a conclusion that tells what you knew about slaves fighting slavery before reading, and if your opinion changed after reading these poems.
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Subject:_________________
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Writing Connections

Charley Skedaddle

Directions: On a separate piece of paper, answer the following question in cursive. Your response should have at least 3 paragraphs and answer all parts of the question. Be sure to check for spelling and grammar before turning in your final draft. Good luck!

Charley chose to runaway to protect himself during the war. What do you think Charley should have done? Write an essay that convinces Charley to do what you think he should have done: either stay and fight, or run.

In your answer, make sure that you:

· Have an introduction that states whether you think Charley should stay or run.

· Offer two to three reasons why you think so.

· Have a conclusion that addresses Charley’s concerns and restates what you think he should do. Give a final plea for Charley to do what you said.
Name:__________________

Date:___________________

Subject:_________________
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Writing Connections

The Siege of Vicksburg

Directions: On a separate piece of paper, answer the following question in cursive. Your response should have at least 3 paragraphs and answer all parts of the question. Be sure to check for spelling and grammar before turning in your final draft. Good luck!

Do you think that it is right for armies to use citizens, or normal people, to win a war like in this week’s story? Or should they let citizens leave the city?

In your answer, make sure that you:

· Have an introduction that states your opinion.

· Offer two to three reasons why you think so.

· Have a conclusion that addresses the other side’s concerns and gives a final statement of why YOU are right.
Name:__________________

Date:___________________

Subject:_________________
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Writing Connections

Under Siege

Directions: On a separate piece of paper, answer the following question in cursive. Your response should have at least 3 paragraphs and answer all parts of the question. Be sure to check for spelling and grammar before turning in your final draft. Good luck!

This week we read a diary entry from a woman in Vicksburg. Now it’s your turn! Write a diary entry as a citizen of Vicksburg that describes the end of the siege. How do you feel? Excited? Relieved? What will you do now?

In your answer, make sure that you:

· Tell a story, that lets the reader see, hear, smell, and feel everything that YOU did!

· Describe how you are feeling.
· Describe what people around you are doing.
· Tell what your plans are now that the siege is over.
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Writing Connections

Emancipation

Directions: On a separate piece of paper, answer the following question in cursive. Your response should have at least 3 paragraphs and answer all parts of the question. Be sure to check for spelling and grammar before turning in your final draft. Good luck!

Imagine that the Emancipation had never taken place. Write a letter to the Confederate government convincing them that slavery is wrong and should be eneded.

In your answer, make sure that you:

· Have an introduction that states your purpose for writing (to end slavery).

· Give two to three reasons why slavery should be ended.
· Address the concerns of the Confederate government and summarize why slavery should be outlawed.
Name:__________________

Date:___________________

Subject:_________________
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Imagine that the Emancipation had never taken place. Write a letter to the Confederate government convincing them that slavery is wrong and should be eneded.
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· Have an introduction that states your purpose for writing (to end slavery).

· Give two to three reasons why slavery should be ended.
· Address the concerns of the Confederate government and summarize why slavery should be outlawed.
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Writing Connections

The Gettysburg Address

Directions: On a separate piece of paper, answer the following question in cursive. Your response should have at least 3 paragraphs and answer all parts of the question. Be sure to check for spelling and grammar before turning in your final draft. Good luck!

Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address really helped people to decide that slavery was wrong and that all people should be free. Now it’s your turn. Write a speech that convinces people that we all deserve to be free.

In your answer, make sure that you:

· Write as if you are speaking to an audience.

· Give several reasons why you know slavery is wrong.
· Give several reasons why freedom is so important.
· Write a speech that is convincing, eloquent, and articulate.
Name:__________________

Date:___________________

Subject:_________________

Writing Connections

The Gettysburg Address

Directions: On a separate piece of paper, answer the following question in cursive. Your response should have at least 3 paragraphs and answer all parts of the question. Be sure to check for spelling and grammar before turning in your final draft. Good luck!
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