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Comprehension Strategy: Asking 







and Answering Questions

Neil Armstrong:  A Giant Leap into Space 

giant

pilot


flies


exciting
(Long I)


airplanes
famous

placed
waiting  
(Long A)

meant
healthy

ready


wear

(Hen Card)


Korean
Eagle

dreamed

real   (Long E)

1.  Neil Armstrong felt he was born to do something special.  What was it?

2.  What does Armstrong mean when he says, “one giant leap for mankind”?

3.  Was the Columbia suppose to land in the Pacific Ocean?  Where in the story do you find that information?

4.  What did Armstrong do after he left the space program?

5.  Why does Neil Armstrong remain one of America’s most famous astronauts to this day?
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Comprehension Strategy: 








Summarizing
“Are You Going to Space Today?”
blasted
answered

pretended    
(suffix – ed)


practicing

exciting

crewmates

useful

huge

Hubble  

(Long and short U)


Endeavor

Kathryn Thorton

mission

1.  Give a summary of Kathryn Thorton’s usual morning routine. 

2.  What did Kathryn and her crewmates do to practice for the mission to fix the Hubble Space Telescope?

3.  Summarize what Kathryn and her crewmates did on their mission.                                              

4.  What was the outcome of the Hubble mission?           

5.  Summarize what the story told us about Kathryn’s family life.
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Comprehension Strategy: 








Summarizing
“How Orion Ended Up In the Sky” 

known

coast

Merope
roaming   arrow 


dangerous

jealous
trouble
furious   

wounded

whizzed

challenged

lifted 


scorpion

Orion

brother


1.  Summarize the events that caused Orion to become blind.

2.  How did Orion regain his sight?                                     

3.  Describe what happened between Orion, Artemis and Artemis’ twin brother.  

4.  Summarize what happened to Orion after he hid underwater.

5.  How did Orion end up as a constellation in the sky?
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Comprehension Strategy: 








Clarifying  
“Looking for Legends in the Stars”
stories
patterns
myths
navigators

(plurals)


visible
constellation
belt
Betelgeuse

(/el/ sound)

ascended

brightest

closest
legends   (base words)


gaze

locate
facing
(Long A)

1.  What did the Greeks and myths have to do with the stars?

2.  Where do Betelgeuse and Rigel appear in the sky?                    

3.  Why is the constellation Orion easy to see in the winter?                    

4.  Why do navigators use Polaris as a guide to steer their ships?

5.   Explain why the Big Dipper doesn’t “sink below the horizon”.
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Comprehension Strategy: 








Clarifying  
“Running on Sun”                 

solar-powered   
 
imagine

engine
fuels

electricity

solar panels
bodies
battery



decent
stored

companies

engineers

1.  What does the word solar-powered mean?

2.  How does a solar-powered car look different from a regular car?                    

3.  What is the author asking when she asks, “do these cars live up to their names”?

4.  What does the author think will happen to solar-powered cars in the future? 

5.   What is the one stipulation that must be met in order to enter a car in the World Solar Challenge?
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Comprehension Strategy: 








Summarizing 
“Tricked by the Lights”        (Long O spellings)

tiptoed
closed
followed
own

decorated

knows
slowed
floated
overhead
glowing
northern



favorite

aurora borealis


poles






(Schwa with o or o diagraph)
atmosphere
cousin
other

onion
curious


1.  Summarize what Tara was thinking about as she walked with her cousin Julian through the woods.

2.  Describe what Tara saw after she arrived at the special place in the woods.                

3.  What events happened the next night that led up to everyone standing in the backyard?

4.  How did Uncle Henri explain the northern lights to Tara?

5.   Summarize the entire story with a partner.
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Comprehension Strategy: 








Clarifying  
“Star Light, Star Bright …”     
(Long E spelled e)
nuclear 
reactions

medium

area

depends

(Consonant diagraphs)

enough
white

black

reach

earth

stretch
(Suffixes comparison)

hottest

cooler

largest

shortest


(Suffix ly)
extremely

eventually

brightly

exactly

1.  What information does this passage give us about stars?

2.  What is the Milky Way?                    

3.  Describe the life of a star.

4.  How are black holes formed? 

5.   What does the author mean when she says “when we watch the skies, we are, in fact, looking into the past?

