“Galileo”     

Vocabulary Words:
apparatus – a piece of equipment that has a particular use; also means our “jungle gym”

extraordinary – unusual or amazing (think of extra special, or better than ordinary)

constellation – a group of stars that form shapes in the sky

celestial– having to do with the sky

interrogation– questioning (usually done by someone wanting important information)

astronomy – the study of the celestial objects in the universe


                                 “Telescopes” 


galaxy – a large group of stars, dust, and gas
	
universe – everything that exists, including the Earth, the planets, the stars, and all of space

bodies – objects such as stars and asteroids

frequency – how often something happens within a set period of time

revolutionize – cause dramatic change
       “The Heavenly Zoo” 

vain – conceited, full of oneself (not considered a positive character trait)
ancestors – people from whom one is descended (example: great-grandparents)
summoning – asking to come (example: I received a summons to appear at court at 1:00 p.m.)
attendants – people who wait on someone, similar to a servant
heavens – the sky as viewed from Earth




          “Circles, Squares, and Daggers” 

petroglyph – drawings or words cut into a rock
archaeoastronomy – the study of ancient astronomical observatories
carbon dating – using carbon 14 to find out the age of old material
horizon – the line where the Earth and the sky seem to meet
astronomical observatories –places designed to watch the universe beyond Earth, including stars and planets



“Voyager to the Planets” 

space probe – spacecraft set out to explore other planets
shepherd satellites-  tiny moons that orbit rapidly around a planet
retrograde- moving backwards or opposite to an unusual direction
gravitational attraction- a force that pulls two free bodies or objects toward each other
circuit- a course or movement that is shaped more or less like a circle; a closed path through which electricity can flow



     “A Meeting in Space” 

transparent – clear enough to be seen through
contraption- a devise
acceleration- the action of speeding up
three-dimensional – when a picture or flat image gives the illusion that has depth
incomprehensible- impossible to understand
    “Stars” 

variable- likely to change
particles- very small pieces or portions of something
visible- able to be seen or noticed
globular- having the shape of a globe






“The Book That Saved the Earth” 

era - a period of time or of history, often beginning or ending with an important event
insignificant - not important
primitive – living in the ways of long ago, the opposite of modern
cease – bring an activity or action to an end
 pantomime – use bodily movements or facial expressions, instead of speech, to tell a story  
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