PAGE  
1of 7


OCR 2000 (Vocabulary and definitions for units 1-5)

Unit 1 Vocabulary Words – 4th Grade

Risks and Consequences
Lesson 1 – Mrs. Frisby and the Crow
treacherous – not safe because of hidden dangers (20)

prospect – something that could happen in the future (20)

fierce – wild or threatening appearance (21)

ineffectively – uselessly (24)

dubiously – filled with doubt (25)

authoritative – having power to influence others (25)

alarmingly – filled with a sense of danger (28)

Lesson 2 – Toto
timid  – shy; feeling or showing lack of courage (32)

enviously – with jealously (36)

mock – pretend; fake (36)

snare – a trap (39)

cunning – tricky (40)

haughty – full of pride (43)

menacing – threatening (44)

mustering – gathering (44)
Lesson 3 – Sarah, Plain and Tall
troublesome – causing problems or difficulties (49)

feisty – full of energy (51)

energetic – having energy; spirited (53)

mild mannered – gentle in nature (53)

pesky – annoying (55)

peering – looking curiously or carefully (58)

alarmed – frightened (59)
Lesson 4 – The King’s Fountain
folly – foolishness (66)

pondered – thought about (66)

lofty – noble or grand (66)

downcast – sad or discouraged (66)

dismayed – upset or alarmed (67)

rash – hasty or reckless (68)

wrath – anger (68)

desperately – hopelessly (69)

eloquence – the ability to express ideas with grace and force (70)

Lesson 5 – Mae Jemison
astronaut – a person who travels in space (77)

excelled – did better than others (80)

specialized – concentrated on one activity or subject (80)

qualified – skilled or experienced at doing something well (82)

applicants – people applying for or requesting something (82)

simulates – imitates (83)

techniques – ways of handling something (86)

Lesson 6 – Two Tickets to Freedom
consoled – comforted (96)

fugitives – persons who run away (97)

sympathetic – showing kind feelings toward others (98)

vouch – to confirm (98)

asserted – said firmly (98)

abolitionist – a person who wants to end slavery (100)

indignantly – with anger (101)

 Lesson 7 – The Girl who Loved the Wind
intrigued – fascinated or interested (110)

beguiled – tempted, charmed, or amused (110)

caressed – stroked softly (112)

resolved – decided firmly (114)

ignorance – lack of knowledge (114)

Unit 2 Vocabulary Words – 4th Grade

Dreams to Jobs

Lesson 1 – Eddie, Incorporated
executive – a person who manages or directs a business (125)

interest – money received on an investment (127)

profits – the money people have after they pay for all the materials, salaries, and other business expenses (127)

investing – using money to create a business with the ides that the business will make a profit (127)

debt – anything a person owes (128)

incorporated – having been given permission by law to carry on an activity such as a business.  Said of a business that involves more than one person but makes decisions as if it were a single person (130)

tally – to count or add (133)

income – the total money received from a business (134)

Lesson 2 – Elias Sifuentes, Restaurateur

restaurateur – a person who owns a restaurant (140)

benefits – something besides money that a worker receives from a job (141)

frustrated – feeling defeated (141)

customers – people who buy something (141)

traffic – people being services by a business (142)

supervising – watching over or directing (142)

Lesson 3 – Ice Cream Cones: A New Scoop
refreshments – food or drink (148)

supplier – a person who makes items available (148)

Lesson 4 – Food from the ‘Hood: A Garden of Hope
community – the people who live in the same place; the area surrounding the place where you live (154)

restoring – bringing something back to its original condition (155)

organic – grown without chemicals (155)

Lesson 5 – Business Is Looking Up
advertise – telling the public in print, by radio, or by television that you are selling something (167)

product – something that is sold (167)

Lesson 6 – Birth of a Baby Food
novel – new (186)

groundwork – a basis or foundation (186)

exasperated – angered or frustrated (187)

devised – figured out (187)

identity – the condition that makes someone special (187)

reputation – the way a person is viewed by others (188)

consumers – people who buy things (188)

 Lesson 7 – Salt
uncharted – unknown (193)

merchandise – goods bought or sold in a business (194)

Unit 3 Vocabulary Words – 4th Grade

From Mystery to Medicine
Lesson 1 – Medicine: Past and Present

epidemic – a rapidly spreading disease (210)
plague – a destructive epidemic disease (210)
germs – tiny plants or animals that cause disease (211)
infected – having disease germs present (211)
microbes – tiny organisms or germs too small to be seen with a microscope (214)
antibodies – substances produced by the body that destroy or weaken germs (215)
immune – protect from germs (216)
bacteria – germs (217)
vaccine – weakened germs used to protect a person or animal from a disease (219)
sterilize – to make free from germs (220)
Lesson 2 – Sewed up His Heart

fatal – causing death (231)
suture – stitch together (231)
colleagues – people in the same profession (231)
condemnation – strong disapproval (232)
anesthesia –something that causes loss of feeling or consciousness (232)
incision – cut (234)
meticulously – extremely careful (236)
hemorrhage – bleed heavily (237)
Lesson 3 – The Bridge Dancers

gorge – a deep narrow valley (245)
enchained – held with or as if in chains (249)
pitches – falls suddenly (251)
herb medicines – plants with healing properties used to treat injuries or disease (251)
poultice – a soft, moist packet of medicines spread on the body to relieve pain (252)
lulling – soothing (254)
Lesson 4 – The New Doctor

gossamer – a delicate see-through material (262)
threshold – bar of wood or other material under a door (263)
stethoscope – the instrument a doctor uses to hear sounds in a persons chest (265)
profusely – overflowing (271)
facilities – things designed to make a job easier (272)
curandera – a healer (274)
superstition – a belief founded on fear (274)
Lesson 5 – The Story of Susan La Flesche Picotte

reservation – government land set aside for Native Americans (283)
physician –doctor (283)
inundated – overwhelmed (283)
siege – a long-continued continued string of attacks (283)
ominous – threatening (285)
maneuvered – skillfully moved around (292)
consternation – feeling dismayed (293)
manipulate – handle (294)
desolately – dismally or without hope (296)
Lesson 6 – Shadow of a Bull

gored – wounded by a horn or tusk (302)
amputation – to cut off a body part, such as a finger or leg, by surgery (302)
pamphlets – booklets about a particular topic (303)
infirmary – a place where sick people are treated, such as a hospital (305)
listlessly – without energy or interest (305)
feebly – weakly (306)

Unit 4 Vocabulary Words – 4th Grade

Surviving

Lesson 1 – Island of the Blue Dolphins
befall – to happen to (320)

pursued – chased (320)

deserted – abandoned (325)

idly – lazily (325)

omen – a sign of a future event (326)

chafing – rubbing so as to make sore (326)

Lesson 2 – Arctic Explorer: The Story of Matthew Henson

expedition – a journey made to accomplish something (330)

arctic – having to do with the North Pole (330)

glaciers – large, slow-moving masses of ice (332)

Inuit – the name the native people of the Arctic call themselves (336)

trek – a difficult trip or journey (338)

peculiar – strange or unusual (343)

constellation – a group of fixed stars having a name (345)

crevasses – deep cracks in a glacier or in the earth’s surface (346)

insulation – a material that keeps heat from being lost (346)

Lesson 3 – Nachito’s Teachings
notions – ideas (351)

scavenging – looking through things that people have thrown away (352)

rankled – angered; irritated; caused bitterness (352)

stunted – stopped growing normally (353)

meandered – wandered aimlessly (355)

quivering – trembling or shaking (355)

cow – make afraid (356)

unclenched – opened or relaxed (356)

terrain – the type of natural features in an area (358)

Lesson 4 – McBroom and the Big Wind
mite – tiny bit (362)

distinctly – clearly or specifically (362)

zephyr – the west wind (364)

trifling – little or not important (365)

rambunctious – active and noisy in a violent way (366)

ornery – stubborn or hard to handle (369)

calculate – measure or figure out (370)

Lesson 5 – The Big Wave
tidal – having to do with the rise and fall o the sea (380)

wreckage – the remains of something that has been destroyed (380)

unconscious – not being physically or mentally aware of what is happening (381)

sorrowfully – full of grief or sadness (382)

renewing – repairing or restoring (383)

faltered – hesitated or talked awkwardly (385)

persuaded – led another person to agree with you (386)

unfortunate – unlucky (389)

Lesson 6 – Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl
concentration camp – a fenced and guarded camp for keeping prisoners of war, refugees, and political prisoners (394)

confide – tell secrets to; to discuss private thoughts (395)

overawed – extremely respectful or fearful (395)

stifled – smothered or suffocated (397)

chattels – anything movable that is owned by someone (399

quarters – living space (399)

indescribably – unusually; extraordinary (402)

ration – a fixed allowance of something like food or clothing for one person for each day (403)

 Lesson 7 – Music and Slavery

portion – to share or give out (408)

misery – suffering (409)

hardships – troubles or misfortunes (409)

unique – special; the only one of its kind (410)

spirituals – religious songs (410)

brutality – cruelty or extreme harsh treatment (410)

tribute – praise (410)

heritage – tradition or property handed down to a person by his or her ancestors (410)

Unit 5 Vocabulary Words – 4th Grade

Communication
Lesson 1 – Whales: Songs from the Deep
marine – of or relating to the sea (421)

extinction – the state of an entire species no longer existing (422)

environment – the conditions or influences that affect growth and development of living things (422)

intellect – intelligence or understanding (423)

complex – complicated or hard to understand (423)

dominance – leadership or control (429)

Lesson 2 – Wordless Speech

nonverbal – not spoken (436)

posture – a way of holding the head and body (436)

gesture – a motion of the limbs or body that expresses an idea or a feeling (436)

infancy – early childhood (437)

Lesson 3 – Koko’s Kitten
signed – for the hearing impaired, signing refers to hand motions that mean something (440)

aggressive – ready to attack (445)

obnoxious – very annoying or disagreeable (445)

dialogue – conversation between two or more persons (or animals) (446)

perceptions – understanding or observation (447)

distress – great pain, sorrow, or anxiety (448)

Lesson 4 –Breaking into Print
parchment – specially prepared animal skin, usually from sheep or goats, made into a tough translucent paper for writing (454)

quill – a hollow wing or tail feather used for writing (454)

manuscripts – books or papers written by hand (454)

scribes – people who copy manuscripts (454)

guilds – unions of workers in a particular trade or craft (456)

tinkered – worked in a clumsy or unskilled way (457)

Lesson 5 – Louis Braille: The Boy Who Invented Books for the Blind
raisedprint – a type of print for blind people in which letters of the alphabet are raised from the page so that they can be felt (466)

determined – decided firmly (467)

pattern – an arrangement of markings (468)

cell – a small unit of organization (475)

Lesson 6 – One TV Blasting and a Pig Outdoors
blares – sounds loudly (482)

monotonous – not changing in pitch or tone; boring (483)

columnist – a person who writes a regular feature for a newspaper or magazine (487)

profoundly – deeply or thoroughly (488)

temporarily – not permanently (489)

complicated – involved, not simple (493)

