Open Court Social Studies Connection
The Underground Railroad
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The Underground Railroad was a name given to the secret network of roads, paths, and waterways that led from the southern United States all the way north to Canada.  The Underground Railroad also included the people, both Southerners and Northerners, who helped and guided the runaway slaves on their journey.  An estimate of the numbers of slaves that were helped to freedom using the Underground Railroad is 60,000-70,000 people.

Use the internet or other reference materials to answer the following questions and be prepared to give a short presentation to the class about your findings.

1. How did the Underground Railroad help the slaves reach freedom?  Plot out on a map some of the routes and safe havens slaves used during their escape to freedom.  
2. Write a brief biography about a historical figure who helped slaves reach freedom (Harriet Tubman, Thomas Garrett, or William Still, for example).  
3. Investigate the effect the Underground Railroad had on the South, such as the Fugitive Slave Bill of 1850.  Focus on some of the risks William and Ellen Craft faced on their journey.

