
                             Dr. Daniel Hale Williams

                     (A G.L.A.D. Guided Oral Practice….by Michael Lacey)

Dr. Daniel Hale Willams in 1893, performed a controversial surgery

A fight had broken out in a neighborhood saloon, leaving a 24 year old victim with a near fatal stab wound.

James Cornish, the victim, very lucky except, for the very deep stab wound to the left side of his chest.

With no x-ray to determine, how much damage was done, Dr. Dan was concerned about the pericardium.
After scrubbing his hands, and allowing the anesthesia to set, Dr. Dan used a scalpel to open Cornish’s chest.

Performing heart surgery was impractical at best, because doctors in the 1800s never opened the chest.

A delicate incision lay open the wound, as a long, quiet hush settled over the room.

A small tear in the pericardium had been occurred during the fight, and sutures were now needed to save Cornish’s life.

Dr. Dan moved quickly to suture the wound,then applied a dry dressing before leaving the room.

The operation was over.  It had been a success.  Dr. Dan was a hero…..absolutely the best!!
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