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Our current Open Court Reading unit is about medicine.  The quality of life all over the world has improved incredibly due to medical advances, as medicine has advanced from a mystery into a science.  Your task is to become an expert about a disease that is of interest to you.  You will research/explore:

· how/when the disease originated*

· causes*

· symptoms

· treatment/cure*

· prevention*


*If known

Use the following California English-Language Arts Content Standards addressed for Fourth Grade to guide you: 
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Organization and Focus
1.2 Create multiple-paragraph compositions: 

a. Provide an introductory paragraph.

b. Establish and support a central idea with a topic sentence at or near the beginning of the first paragraph.

c. Include supporting paragraphs with simple facts, details, and explanations.

d. Conclude with a paragraph that summarizes the points.

e. Use correct indention

1.3 Use traditional structures for conveying information (e.g., chronological order, cause and effect, similarity and difference, posing and answering a question).

Research and Technology

1.5  Quote or paraphrase information sources, citing them appropriately.

1.7  Use various reference materials (e.g., dictionary, thesaurus, card catalog,   encyclopedia, online information) as an aid to writing.

Writing Applications
2.3  Write information reports:

a.  Frame a central question about an issue or situation.

b.  Include facts and details for focus.

c.  Draw from more than one source of information (e.g., speakers, books, newspapers, other media sources).

This research report should be about three pages long, typed, double-spaced, with proper heading.  Use at least three different types of reference materials to cite your report.  You will also need to include a bibliography for your sources of information and a cover page.  


In addition to your written report, you will also be delivering an oral presentation to your peers about what you have learned based on the following standards:
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Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication
1.5 Present effective introductions and conclusions that guide and inform the listener's understanding of important ideas and evidence.

1.6 Use traditional structures for conveying information (e.g., cause and effect, similarity and difference, posing and answering a question).

1.7 Emphasize points in ways that help the listener or viewer to follow important ideas and concepts. 

1.8 Use details, examples, anecdotes, or experiences to explain or clarify information.

1.9 Use volume, pitch, phrasing, pace, modulation, and gestures appropriately to enhance meaning.

Speaking Applications

2.2  Make informational presentations:

a. Frame a key question.

b. Include facts and details that help listeners to focus.

c. Incorporate more than one source of information (e.g., speakers, books, newspapers, television or radio reports).
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