FOURTH GRADE,  UNIT 3,   From Mystery to Medicine
1.  INTRO  the meaning of the theme:  From Mystery to Medicine      
2. COLOR OVERHEAD.......what do you see?
3. TEXTBOX in color overhead – read together
4  GOALS chart – discuss and post
5.  CONCEPT VOCABULARY:  (suggestions:  herbs, healer, disease, modern medicine, folk medicine, pharmacist, remedy, epidemic, pioneering, microscopic, patients, organism, mystery, compounds, generations, etc.)
6. PAPER BAGS-  pull out one concept at a time:  partners discuss how each might relate to "From Mystery to Medicine". Challenge them to try and use concept vocab in #5 above, using complete sentences.   
7. WHOLE GROUP DISCUSSION of items from bag-             (Collect bags and concepts to use again next year)

8. CIRCLE MAP-  What do we know about "Medicine"? (about medical science, professions, natural vs. manmade,  etc.) Where did we learn what we know?
9. MOVEMENT  BREAK

  MAKING CONNECTIONS – chart  connections to the theme:   
Suggestion:  Chart experiences...Who, What Happened, When, How (folk or modern?)
10.  READ ALOUD-  Suggestion:  Read the book, Farm Flu, by Teresa Bateman.  It's a good book about "home remedies" and is fun to read.  –OR-
Read aloud the story, "Where Does Medicine Come From?".  Have students write the Focus questions down and listen for the answers!
11.  SUMMARIZE  READ ALOUD 
12.  ADD TO  Connections chart any information they got from the Real Aloud.
13.  TEACHER  SHARES  REALIA / PICTURES, VIDEO CLIPS about Mystery to Medicine.  Explain that they will be labeling and writing concept sentences about these and adding them to the C/? board later.  (Model a few!)
14.  QUICK BROWZE  OF  WHOLE  UNIT  IN  ANTHOLOGY

Teacher leads whole group...students site page #’s

Read FOCUS questions chorally together

Assign students to WRITE focus questions on cards to post on !/? board.
15.  MOVEMENT  BREAK- Pass out or display the poem, "Sick", by Shel Silvertein.  Boys and girls alternate reading each line aloud, standing up when they read, then sitting down.  ( Good choral reading practice, and exercize at the same time! )
16.  MATH  GRAPH:   What would be your remedy for the common cold  (suggestions:  prescription medicine, chicken soup, couch and cartoons, sleep and exercise, etc.)  Explain to students that they will be using post-its to make a choice on the math graph  - they should write their name and choice on the sticky privately before putting on the chart. (Arrange stickies to create a "Bar Graph")
     17.  CONCEPT / QUESTION cards – give students time to finish


 question cards and/or write concept cards to go with pictures.


 For those who need help, you might provide sentence frames


 or Cloze sentences (2-3 choices on chart paper or written on 


 board.)  Challenge them to include at least one of the concept


 vocabulary words in their questions or concepts.

18.SHARE  OUT  some of the  concepts / questions created by students.
19.  HOMEWORK:  Brainstorm a list of possible items that relate 

to the theme that students can bring to school.  Be sure they 


have enough information to discuss/label it.  

Everything on the ?/! board should be labeled and/or explained, in a complete sentence, how it relates to the theme!

______________________________________________

*For further development, research, interaction and learning about the theme and continuing contributions to the Concept-Question board, here is an idea:

Assign groups of students to these "jobs" throughout the Unit.  You can have them keep the same job for the entire Unit, or switch/re-assign jobs every week or two.  It keeps them focused and busy in a particular way that is focused on the theme, and is a big contributor to begin (or even complete) an Investigation project on the Unit in the process.  See the attached lists of possible "jobs" or Unit Opener "Activities" and their descriptions:

Connectors

Super Snoops

Picture Painter

Inquisitive Minds

Word Hunters

Tale Tellers

Nosey Newspeople

Artful Artists

Word Wizards

Thesaurus Thinkers

Questioning Questioners

Magnificent Magaziners

Fantastic Words
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[image: image2.png]Unit Opener Activities

Nosey Newspeople
Look for arﬁcles or pictures in the newspaper that go with the
them you're studying. Summarize the concept or question.

Artful Artists

Draw pictures that demonstrate a new concept or ques’non cbouf

" the theme.

Word Wizards |
Be creative with words. Make an acrostic poem (or draw
pic’ruﬁes) using the name of your theme. |

'I'hesaur'us Thinking

Find synonyms or aritonyms to vocabulary words commonly used in

the theme you're studying. Or, write four words or' pictures that
mean the same as . Do the same for opposites.

Questioning Ques'hroners
Think about the theme and brainstorm some questions Thcn‘ you

‘would like to know more about. Browse Through the unit and

develop some ideas for inquiry and investigation.

Magnificent Magaziners
| ook for articles or plcTures in magazines that go with the theme.
| dbel the picture and ummarize the concept or question.

Fantastic Words
See if you can locate any words that have to do with the theme.
Label and explain why they are related to the theme.





