Shadow of a Bull




Name________________________#_______
Study Guide

WORD KNOWLEDGE

inside

toward

alongside
over

SIMILARITIES:________________________

gored

shuffled
wasted

stared

SIMILARITIES:________________________

elbow

odor

moan

episode
SIMILARITIES:________________________

gesture

gently

pieces

dangerous
SIMILARITIES:________________________

He passed his hand over the boy’s forehead.

A bull gored Manolo’s father.

The strong odor of ammonia invaded his nostrils.

Some people gesture with their hands when they talk.

BUILDING BACKGROUND:

1. Write what you know about bullfighting:











2. Locate Spain on a map. 

3. Browse the story. What questions do you have before we read it?







(GATE: UNANSWERED QUESTIONS)
VOCABULARY:

Use the following sentences and your GLAD vocabulary chart to predict the meaning of these words. Circle the words, phrases, or context clues that helped you.

1. The bullfighter cried out in pain as the bull’s horn gored him in the shoulder. 
2. The doctor hated to remove the patient’s foot, but amputation was the only cure. 

3. The college student stayed at the school infirmary while he recovered from his illness.

4. I was so tired that after letting the alarm ring for ten minutes, I listlessly rolled out of bed.

5. Weak and tired from gardening in the hot sun, the man walked feebly to a bench where he could rest. 

FOCUS QUESTIONS

Discuss the following with your partner.

1. What would it be like if there were no doctors?

2. How can doctors stay calm when someone is in great pain?

3. What characteristics do you think a person needs to have to be a bullfighter? Do you think you could be one?

COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES AND SKILLS: ASKING QUESTIONS AND MAKING INFERENCES

(Page 308 - 309) I wonder what “Stop the National Suicide” means? Why did the doctor choose that name for his pamphlet?












What can you infer that the doctors feel about bullfighting? 








(GATE: DIFFERENT POINTS OF VIEW)
What can you infer about how Manolo feels about becoming a bullfighter?






(Page 310 – 311) Who is El Magnifico and how was he hurt?








(GATE: DETAILS)
What can you infer about why El Magnifico turned away from the men? 






(Page 312 – 313) Why does the doctor make Manolo look at the wound? Isn’t this a cruel thing to do?

(GATE: ETHICS)
(Page 316 – 317) What does the doctor mean when he says, “The world is a big place?” What is he trying to convince Manolo to do?












What decision does Manolo reach at the end of the story?








