
After reading the story over, please prepare yourself for the written test by answering the following questions. Respond to these on this sheet if possible. You may use your notebook if you feel it necessary for neatness and space.

Underline the correct response to numbers 1 and 2.

1. Which of these is a fact about Harnden’s Express?

a. It was a good business.

b. It delivered things

c. It transported people.

2. William Fargo began working for Henry Wells when …

a. Wells started American Express,

b. Wells worked at Harnden’s Express,

c. Wells formed his first company.

3. What made Wells and Fargo interested in starting a business in the West?

Wells and Fargo became interested in the West, because of the ________________________________________________________

4. How did Wells and Fargo plan to make money by buying gold from miners?

Wells and Fargo planned to buy the gold in the West and then ship it to _____________________ where they could sell the gold for a ___________________________ than they bought it.

5. For whom did Wells and Fargo plan their new stagecoach service?

Wells and Fargo planned their stagecoach service for travelers going ______ and ________ the _________________________.

6. Why did Henry Wells travel to California?
Henry Wells traveled to California to see for ________________ what problems his __________________ might have in the _______________ mining towns.

7. Why would a miner register his name with the local Wells Fargo office?

Wells Fargo kept track of miners’______________________, so that they could deliver ____________ from home to the ________________, even though the miners moved around ______________________.

8. Why did miners store their gold dust in Wells Fargo offices?

The Wells Fargo offices were _______________________________ to store gold, and the miners could get the __________________ amount of gold they deposited at any Wells Fargo office.

9. When held up by bandits, Wells Fargo stagecoach drivers were ordered always to ____________________ their gold ________________ a fight.

10. Wells Fargo was so determined to track down people who robbed their stagecoaches because the company hoped to _____________________________ future robberies.

Think about these!

11. Many delivery companies were already operating in the California gold fields. What made Wells Fargo so successful.

I think that Wells Fargo was so successful, because ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. Wells Fargo came up with a new way to deliver news from home to the miners. 

How do you find out what’s going on in the lives of your friends and family? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What technologies help you to stay in touch?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VOCABULARY this week!

Fill in the blanks with the words from the word bank.


1. Wells and Fargo both work for __________________________ companies.

2. To be ______________________________ is to want to be a success.
3. Wells and Fargo _____________________ed their company in 1852.
4. Together, Wells and Fargo made plans for a new ____________________. 
5. Wells Fargo tried to make sure that letters reached the right ________________________.
Study these Spelling words:

rejoice

outside
ground
enjoyment

destroy

appoint
bounce
amount
choice


mountain

poison

about

joint

tower


plow

Write them into their patterns:

oi


oy


ou



ow
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