Communication

Lesson 1





Comprehension Strategy: Asking Questions

“What are the Wolves Saying?”         
howling

racking

footprints

whine



communicate

occasions

territory
intruder


1. How did the author propose that you find out what kind of prints you saw in the snow?                                  

2. How do the wolves decide who are the leaders and who are the weaker members of the pack?                 

3. What are some of the various ways that wolves use to talk to each other?                            

4.  What are the hunting habits of a wolf?         

5. Do wolves only howl at the moon?  What could you do to learn more about what scientists have learned about the meaning of different kinds of howls?                                                                                 

Communication

Lesson 2





Comprehension Strategy: Asking Questions

“Are You All Right?”
rubble
resolved
engineer
earthquake

collapsed


grocery
Japanese
neighbor
tremor
furniture


  Internet

information
keyboard

communicate


1. From the description of what happened to Lily during the earthquake, how big do you think this earthquake was? Have you ever experienced this size of an earthquake?                        

2. Why do you think there was so much dust in the air?                 

3. Do you think Lily was living with her family or anyone else? What makes you draw this conclusion?

4.  Why do you think the phone lines were down but the Internet was still working?

5. What could you do to learn more about the Northridge earthquake of 1994?                                                                               
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Comprehension Strategy: Asking Questions

“Guide Dogs”
jogged
mobile
addition
encourage

harness



partnership

nibbling
training
applauding

1. How are guide dogs chosen for their job?  What qualities does a dog need to have to be a good guide dog?

2. How are guide dogs trained?                

3. Why do guide dogs need to go everywhere (even to plays) when they are in training?

4.  Why are guide dogs trained to wear a harness?

5.  Can a newly trained guide dog simply be given to the new owner? Why or why not?                                                               
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Comprehension Strategy: Monitoring and Clarifying

“The Beginning of Books”
Egypt
papyrus
dowel
Babylonia

Chinese




bamboo
ancient
parchment

codex


1. Describe how the first books were made in Egypt. Where does the word paper come from?

2. Compare and contrast the early books of the Babylonians, Chinese and Greeks. Were any of their books similar to the first Egyptian books?

3. How was parchment different from papyrus?

4.  What is a codex?  Why was it easier to use than a scroll?

5. Has the method of making books changed since the codex was invented?  How would you find more information about the history of book making?

Communication

Lesson 5





Comprehension Strategy: Summarizing

“Nell’s Big Day”
biologist

dolphin

research

twelve
wire


farthest
responded

clicks
whistles
signals

1. Describe what was going to happen on Nell’s big day.  Why do you think Nell had to wait until she was twelve years old to swim with the dolphins?

2. How did the dolphins “really live in the ocean”, but still swim in these pens?

3. Summarize the ways in which Nell communicated with the dolphins.

4.  How did the dolphins communicate with Ann and Nell?  What is their knowledge of English?

5. Use your own words and summarize the events of the story.
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Comprehension Strategy: Monitoring and Clarifying

“The Missing Maps”
vault    
transformed
Cyborg
selfish
doglike


creature
retired
awakened

colony 
station

assembled

whining

intelligent

searched

1. In the opening paragraph, how do we know the story takes place somewhere other than the planet earth?

2. Why was Agra so important to the colony? 

3. How did Captain Tanaka go about trying to find who stole the maps?

4.  Why didn’t the Cyborg cry or whine during the night?

5. What do you think will happen to Tabor?  Do you believe he committed a serious crime?

