Louis Braille: The Boy Who Invented Books for the Blind





Name________________________#_______
WORD KNOWLEDGE

felt

store

point

place

FEATURES:__________
______________

satisfied
happier

worries

simplified
FEATURES:_________
_______________

trick

capital

school

breakfast
FEATURES:






exactly

expecting
experiments
exhibit

FEATURES:






Raised dots could be felt on the other side.
Louis had simplified the patterns of dots.
There was no way to make capital letters.
Museums exhibit paintings.
BUILDING BACKGROUND:

1. Write what you know about biographies:










2. Write what you know about people who are blind and the ways they communicate::




3. Browse the story. What questions do you have before we read it?







(GATE: UNANSWERED QUESTIONS)
BROWSING & PREDICTING

After browsing the text, make 2-3 predictions about the story: 








FOCUS QUESTIONS

Discuss the following with your partner.

1. Why is written communication so important to society?

2. Have you ever tried to learn a new form of communication?
VOCABULARY:

Use the following sentences and your GLAD vocabulary chart to predict the meaning of these words. Circle the words, phrases, or context clues that helped you.

1a. Before Braille, raised-print books were the only ones available for those who were blind. 
1b. It was called raised-print. Each letter of the alphabet was raised from the page. 

2a Although Carrie was tired, she was determined to win the marathon.

2b.But Louis was determined. Again and again his fingers traced the raised letters until he could tell them apart.

3a. The lines on the graph made a zig-zag pattern. 

3b. Each sound was given a different pattern of raised dots. 

4a. A new garage door and a fresh coat of paint are two improvements we have made to the house. 

4b. “I hear you think you have worked out some improvements on my system,” the captain said.

5a. Draw a Tic-Tac-Toe chart, and write a number in each cell.
5b. He called this six-dot pattern a cell. 

COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES AND SKILLS: ASKING QUESTIONS, CAUSE & EFFECT, SUMMARIZING, MAKING CONNECTIONS, DRAWING CONCLUSIONS
Why was raised-print difficult to read?










(Page 461) What does Louis mean when he says, “It’s just a show-off trick”?





Louis’s blindness is the cause. What is the effect?









The effect is that there were few raised-print books. What was the cause of this?




Louis is frustrated by raised-print and Captain Barbier’s nightwriting. What is the effect of his frustration?

What other cause and effect relationships can you find in this story?







(Pages 466 – 467) What can you conclude about WHY Louis worked so hard on his ideas?


(Pages 466 – 467) What can you conclude about what the neighbors thought of Louis when he was working on his dots?














(Pages 468 – 469) What can you conclude about what Louis thought about creating a system for the blind to 
read?















SUMMARIZING:

In one sentence:
Introduce the story:














Give the main idea of the story: 











Conclude the story: 














CHECKING COMPREHENSION AT THE END OF THE STORY:

How did Captian Barbier feel about blind people?










What did Louis invent?













GATE QUESTIONS AND PONDERINGS: 

[image: image1.jpg]



What details can you give about Louis Braille?
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 What big idea can you identify from this story? Explain your answer. (Remember this is not the same as a main idea). 
[image: image3.jpg]&k,
& T

LN

relate over time



[image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.jpg]n,
e 4
oo !








Choose one of the following icons and find 3 – 5 examples of depth 





and complexity for that icon within the text:
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 After reading this story, what unanswered questions do you still have?





Complete the GATE frame below for Louis Braille.


