
Name



3-1 Vocabulary - The Blind Men and the Elephant

	Word Bank

	approached

disputed

marvel

satisfy

wondrous
	resembles

sturdy

bawl

squirming

grope


Fill in the blanks with words from the word bank.

1. The two football team captains _________________________________(verb) the final score. Each team claimed the win for themselves.

2. "Look out!" cried Tommy, as a speeding train ___________________________(verb) Pippi Longstocking. "You'll be run over if you don't get off the tracks!"

3. The wind howled outside. The rain beat against the windows, drowning out the sound of the whistling wind. Suddenly, the lights went out! I had to ________________________(verb) around in the dark for my flashlight. As I felt around the kitchen sink, I grabbed something that was________________(verb) to get away from my grasp. I dropped the wriggling thing as I screamed with surprise. Whatever it was seemed to melt away silently in the inky black darkness.  My shouts woke the baby upstairs who was frightened and began to ______________________(verb). "I'll be there in a minute," I called. "Just let me warm up this bottle of milk to ______________________(verb) your hunger." I climbed up on a ___________________(adj) table to change the light bulb, then hopped down as the lights blinked on once more. As I jumped off the table, I saw that the wriggling thing I had found in the dark was the tail of a friendly rat. "And just why are you looking at me like that?" questioned the rat. "Pardon me," I replied, "but it is a _________________________(noun) to hear you speak. And I can't believe how much my brother Sasha _____________________________(verb) you. Are you related to our family?" "Ah," sighed the rat. "I am your brother Sasha. "Didn't you hear the________________________(adj) story of how I was changed into a rat? It was a dark and stormy night…"

3-1 Vocabulary - The Blind Men and the Elephant – answer key
	Word Bank

	approached

disputed

marvel

satisfy

wondrous
	resembles

sturdy

bawl

squirming

grope


Fill in the blanks with words from the word bank.

1. The two football team captains 

disputed


verb) the final score. Each team claimed the win for themselves.

2. "Look out!" cried Tommy, as a speeding train 

approached

(verb) Pippi Longstocking. "You'll be run over if you don't get off the tracks!"

3. The wind howled outside. The rain beat against the windows, drowning out the sound of the whistling wind. Suddenly, the lights went out! I had to 
grope


(verb) around in the dark for my flashlight. As I felt around the kitchen sink, I grabbed something that was

squirming
 (verb) to get away from my grasp. I dropped the wriggling thing as I screamed with surprise. Whatever it was seemed to melt away silently in the inky black darkness.  My shouts woke the baby upstairs who was frightened and began to 
bawl

(verb). "I'll be there in a minute," I called. "Just let me warm up this bottle of milk to 
satisfy


(verb) your hunger." I climbed up on a 


sturdy

(adj) table to change the light bulb, then hopped down as the lights blinked on once more. As I jumped off the table, I saw that the wriggling thing I had found in the dark was the tail of a friendly rat. "And just why are you looking at me like that?" questioned the rat. "Pardon me," I replied, "but it is a 
marvel


(noun) to hear you speak. And I can't believe how much my brother Sasha 

resembles

(verb) you. Are you related to our family?" "Ah," sighed the rat. "I am your brother Sasha. "Didn't you hear the 

wondrous

(adj) story of how I was changed into a rat? It was a dark and stormy night…"

Name




3-2 Vocabulary - Through Grandpa's Eyes
	Word Bank

	burrow

sculpture

dollop

Queen Anne's Lace

splinter
	sculpt

banister

dahlia

Braille

sternly


Fill in the blanks with words from the word bank.

I tried to 


(verb) under the covers when the phone rang early on a chilly spring Saturday. The call was from Charlie. We were supposed to work together on an art project for school, and he knew my mom had an art studio in the back yard. "Do you think she'll let us use some of her clay?" he asked. "Well, I can ask her," I replied. "It would be much more fun to make something from clay than it would be to make something from wood." "I'll be over in half and hour," Charlie said.

"Yippee!" I yelled, sliding down the 



(noun) and landing with a thud at the bottom of the stairs. "Hey, Mom! Charlie's coming over to play. Can we use some of your clay to make a 



(noun) for art class?" "Young man, you know perfectly well you aren't allowed to slide downstairs like that!" exclaimed my mom 




(adverb). "And as for using the clay, tell me about your project. What are you supposed to 



(verb)? "It's supposed to be a model of President Lincoln," I explained. "We can choose to use wood or clay, but I wanted to use clay. Last time I tried to carve wood, I got a 




(noun) in my finger." "I guess you can use the clay," Mom replied. "But first, you need some breakfast. Would you like a 




(noun) of butter on your pancakes?" "I sure would!" I answered. "They would be awfully dry without butter." I sat down at the breakfast table, but as usual, I played with my food before I ate it. I poked the fork through the pancakes, trying to write a message in my special code. When I turned the pancakes over, the raised bumps on the pancake looked just like the pages of the 




(noun) books Grandpa reads. He lost his sight in an accident, and now he reads with his hands. After breakfast, Charlie and I ran through the garden to the art studio.  I nearly knocked over a 



(noun), one of Mom's favorite bright-colored flowers, and I trampled some of the beautiful white 





(noun) that lined the path to the studio. Mom was deeply displeased by our carelessness.

3-2 Vocabulary - Through Grandpa's Eyes – answer key
	Word Bank

	burrow

sculpture

dollop

Queen Anne's Lace

splinter
	sculpt

banister

dahlia

Braille

sternly


Fill in the blanks with words from the word bank.

I tried to 
burrow
(verb) under the covers when the phone rang early on a chilly spring Saturday. The call was from Charlie. We were supposed to work together on an art project for school, and he knew my mom had an art studio in the back yard. "Do you think she'll let us use some of her clay?" he asked. "Well, I can ask her," I replied. "It would be much more fun to make something from clay than it would be to make something from wood." "I'll be over in half and hour," Charlie said.

"Yippee!" I yelled, sliding down the 
banister
(noun) and landing with a thud at the bottom of the stairs. "Hey, Mom! Charlie's coming over to play. Can we use some of your clay to make a 


sculpture
(noun) for art class?" "Young man, you know perfectly well you aren't allowed to slide downstairs like that!" exclaimed my mom 

sternly
(adverb). "And as for using the clay, tell me about your project. What are you supposed to 
sculpt

(verb)? "It's supposed to be a model of President Lincoln," I explained. "We can choose to use wood or clay, but I wanted to use clay. Last time I tried to carve wood, I got a 
splinter
(noun) in my finger." "I guess you can use the clay," Mom replied. "But first, you need some breakfast. Would you like a 

dollop

(noun) of butter on your pancakes?" "I sure would!" I answered. "They would be awfully dry without butter." I sat down at the breakfast table, but as usual, I played with my food before I ate it. I poked the fork through the pancakes, trying to write a message in my special code. When I turned the pancakes over, the raised bumps on the pancake looked just like the pages of the 

Braille

(noun) books Grandpa reads. He lost his sight in an accident, and now he reads with his hands. After breakfast, Charlie and I ran through the garden to the art studio.  I nearly knocked over a 

dahlia
(noun), one of Mom's favorite bright-colored flowers, and I trampled some of the beautiful white 
Queen Anne’s Lace
(noun) that lined the path to the studio. Mom was deeply displeased by our carelessness.

Name





3-3 Vocabulary - The Cat Who Became A Poet

	Word Bank

	alarm

poet

catnip

kip

squirming
	burglars

commanded

colonel

sternly

soldiers


Fill in the blanks with words from the word bank.

A Fantasy

Once upon a time, there was a young _______________________(noun) in the army of the Kingdom of Cats named Whiskers. His job was to train the new __________________(noun) to fight the Kingdom of Cat's most terrible enemy, The Kingdom of Rats. It was a very hard job. At the end of each day, he sighed to his wife, "This job is harder than herding cats. Oh, wait, they are cats!" His wife was very tired of his bad jokes.

One day, a very strange new cat joined the army. His name was Fat Cat and his fur was bright blue with green and silver stripes. "Hey, man, it's all right - I'm ready for the fight!" he said as he rubbed his face against a table leg. 

"Just what I need, a cat ______________(noun)!" thought Whiskers, sadly. 

Just then the loudspeaker hissed and a squeaky voice ____________________(verb), "All cats in the camp must come to the kitchen right now!  Some _____________________(noun) have stolen all our cheese!" "Oh, no!" cried Whiskers in ___________________(noun). "The Rats are attacking! And my cats are not ready to fight!" Fat Cat glared at Whiskers. "It's not hard to fight the rats," he said _________________(adverb). "Just remember we're the cats, and they're the rats!" "That's right!" exclaimed Whiskers. "Let's go get them!" 

The army of cats thundered past a garden filled with ________________(noun). Whiskers had to chase seven cats back into line when they jumped into the spicy smelling plants and began ______________________(verb) around, trying to cover themselves with the smell. Three others curled up in the shade for a nap. "No time for that now!" hissed Whiskers. "You can roll around in the garden or have a ___________(noun) later, after we defeat the rats!" 

(What happens next? Finish the story!) 

3-3 Vocabulary - The Cat Who Became A Poet – answer key
	Word Bank

	alarm

poet

catnip

kip

squirming
	burglars

commanded

colonel

sternly

soldiers


Fill in the blanks with words from the word bank.

A Fantasy

Once upon a time, there was a young _______colonel_______(noun) in the army of the Kingdom of Cats named Whiskers. His job was to train the new ______soldiers_____(noun) to fight the Kingdom of Cat's most terrible enemy, The Kingdom of Rats. It was a very hard job. At the end of each day, he sighed to his wife, "This job is harder than herding cats. Oh, wait, they are cats!" His wife was very tired of his bad jokes.

One day, a very strange new cat joined the army. His name was Fat Cat and his fur was bright blue with green and silver stripes. "Hey, man, it's all right - I'm ready for the fight!" he said as he rubbed his face against a table leg. 

"Just what I need, a cat ____poet____(noun)!" thought Whiskers, sadly. 

Just then the loudspeaker hissed and a squeaky voice ______commanded_____(verb), "All cats in the camp must come to the kitchen right now!  Some _____burglars____(noun) have stolen all our cheese!" "Oh, no!" cried Whiskers in _______alarm_______(noun). "The Rats are attacking! And my cats are not ready to fight!" Fat Cat glared at Whiskers. "It's not hard to fight the rats," he said ________sternly___(adverb). "Just remember we're the cats, and they're the rats!" "That's right!" exclaimed Whiskers. "Let's go get them!" 

The army of cats thundered past a garden filled with ___catnip______(noun). Whiskers had to chase seven cats back into line when they jumped into the spicy smelling plants and began _______squirming______(verb) around, trying to cover themselves with the smell. Three others curled up in the shade for a nap. "No time for that now!" hissed Whiskers. "You can roll around in the garden or have a ___kip___(noun) later, after we defeat the rats!" 

(What happens next? Finish the story!)
Name






3-4 Vocabulary - Picasso

	Word Bank

	controversial

originality

chiseled

style

flatter

shocking
	encouraged

monuments

scenery

period

cubism




Fill in the blanks with words from the word bank.


A long time ago, in a land far away, there lived an artist named Max who liked to make stone __________________(noun) to honor the brave men who had died defending the town from its enemies from a neighboring village. As he ___________________(verb) the stone to make a new statue, his friend, Paul ___________________(verb) him, telling him how wonderful the new statue was. "You have a way of making statues that is different from anyone else I've ever seen," Paul said. "I really like your _________________(noun)." 


"You know, I've been getting bored with always making statues in the same ____________(noun)," Max said. "I don't like the way the statues have so many bumps in them. Don't you think they should be ________________(adj)?" 


"Well, to tell the truth, I think they'd look a little like the _________________(noun) on the stage in the theater down the road," Paul replied. "Though maybe it's time for you to try a new way of working for a ________________(noun) of time."


"What if I made the statues without any bumps or curves at all?" asked Max. What if I just made stacks of cubes that looked like our heroes?"


"Well, now, that would be ______________________(adj) and ________________(adj)"

 Paul stated. "I'm sure people would talk about it for years! Still, think of it! You might be the 

first sculptor to create ____________________(noun)!"

3-4 Vocabulary – Picasso - answer key
	Word Bank

	controversial

originality

chiseled

style

flatter

shocking
	encouraged

monuments

scenery

period

cubism




Fill in the blanks with words from the word bank.


A long time ago, in a land far away, there lived an artist named Max who liked to make stone _____monuments___(noun) to honor the brave men who had died defending the town from its enemies from a neighboring village. As he ____chiseled_____(verb) the stone to make a new statue, his friend, Paul ____encouraged________(verb) him, telling him how wonderful the new statue was. "You have a way of making statues that is different from anyone else I've ever seen," Paul said. "I really like your _____originality_______(noun)." 


"You know, I've been getting bored with always making statues in the same __style____(noun)," Max said. "I don't like the way the statues have so many bumps in them. Don't you think they should be _____flatter______(adj)?" 


"Well, to tell the truth, I think they'd look a little like the ____scenery____(noun) on the stage in the theater down the road," Paul replied. "Though maybe it's time for you to try a new way of working for a ___period_______(noun) of time."


"What if I made the statues without any bumps or curves at all?" asked Max. What if I just made stacks of cubes that looked like our heroes?"


"Well, now, that would be __controversial/shocking__(adj) and __controversial/shocking__(adj)" Paul stated. "I'm sure people would talk about it for years! Still, think of it! You might be the first sculptor to create _______cubism____(noun)!"

Name 





3-5 Vocabulary - Roxaboxen
	Word Bank

	bordering

ford

mayor

amethyst

ocotillo
	amber

bridle

bandits

greasewood


Fill in the blanks with words from the word bank.

The 




(noun) of the town of Coyotetown, New Mexico, looked out over the few houses scattered at the edge of the desert that were part of his town. Mr. Green sighed a contented sigh. "What a perfect little town!" he thought, scratching his chin. "I'm so lucky to be living in a town ____________________(adj)
 such a beautiful desert." From his desk at the top of City Hall, the second floor of the town dance hall, he could see mountains in the distance, their _____________________(adj) color contrasting with the _______________(adj), red, and orange of the sunset behind them. _________________(noun) and _____________________(noun) plants dotted the sparse landscape near the river. 

Just then, he spied six horses and riders near the river, trying to ______________(verb) the stream. The riders all wore black, trying to camouflage themselves in the gathering darkness. "I'm sure those men are up to no good!" exclaimed Mr. Green. "Sneaking around like that - they must be ________________(noun) out to rob our bank!" The men rode into town and tied their horses on the post to next to the town restaurant. Mr. Green quietly stole downstairs and approached the six horses. "If only I can get the ________________(noun) off each horse!" he thought. "Then they would be free to escape, and the men wouldn't be able to get away."

What happens? Finish the story on the other side of the page.

3-5 Vocabulary – Roxaboxen – answer key
	Word Bank

	bordering

ford

mayor

amethyst

ocotillo
	amber

bridle

bandits

greasewood


Fill in the blanks with words from the word bank.

The 

mayor

(noun) of the town of Coyotetown, New Mexico, looked out over the few houses scattered at the edge of the desert that were part of his town. Mr. Green sighed a contented sigh. "What a perfect little town!" he thought, scratching his chin. "I'm so lucky to be living in a town _____bordering________(adj)
 such a beautiful desert." From his desk at the top of City Hall, the second floor of the town dance hall, he could see mountains in the distance, their ___amethyst________(adj) color contrasting with the ______amber__(adj), red, and orange of the sunset behind them. _greasewood/ocotillo_____(noun) and  greasewood/ocotillo______(noun) plants dotted the sparse landscape near the river. 

Just then, he spied six horses and riders near the river, trying to ____ford___(verb) the stream. The riders all wore black, trying to camouflage themselves in the gathering darkness. "I'm sure those men are up to no good!" exclaimed Mr. Green. "Sneaking around like that - they must be ____bandits______(noun) out to rob our bank!" The men rode into town and tied their horses on the post to next to the town restaurant. Mr. Green quietly stole downstairs and approached the six horses. "If only I can get the ___bridle_______(noun) off each horse!" he thought. "Then they would be free to escape, and the men wouldn't be able to get away."

What happens? Finish the story on the other side of the page.

Name 





3-6 Vocabulary - Bremen Town Musicians
	Word Bank

	companions

fugitives

lurking

serenades

lute

windowsill
	notions

hearth

amuse

rouse

rafters

rogue


Fill in the blanks with words from the word bank.

In spring, as the birds begin to sing in the trees near my house and the days grow warmer, I like to 



(verb) myself by practicing my 


(noun) in the park. Some day, if I practice enough, I hope to become a great musician! Last week, I went to the park with two 





(noun), good friends who played fiddle and drum. We wanted to practice some 




(noun), songs we wanted to sing to attract a certain young lady, Rapunzel, by name. As we practiced our songs, we noticed some men dressed all in black,

 




(verb) behind the trees!

"I'll bet they are 



(noun) from the police!" I exclaimed. "I'm sure they mean no good." Acting as if nothing was wrong, we packed up our instruments and walked slowly home. When I turned around, I saw one of the men in black following us. 

"The 



(noun)!" I thought. "So he wants to learn our songs! And I'll bet he wants to win the fair Rapunzel as well!" And, still acting as if nothing was wrong, I made a plan to trap him. When I got home, I carefully tied a rope from one of the 





(noun) near the ceiling, to the




(noun), behind the curtains. I lit a fire on the 



(noun) and sat back to wait. Sure enough, soon a dark figure quietly entered the room and walked toward the fire. With a great crash, he tripped on the rope and fell to the floor and hit his head. What luck! He seemed to be asleep! Quickly, I tied his hands with the rope and waited for him to begin to 



(verb). I waited for a long time, and at last, his eyelids fluttered as he began to wake up. "Got you!" I cried. " I hope you will forget all




(noun) of trying to win the fair Rapunzel. She's mine, you know!" The villain groaned, then sighed, "So that's the problem! I just wanted to steal your instruments. You can have Rapunzel. She has too much hair anyway."
3-6 Vocabulary - Bremen Town Musicians: Answer Key
	Word Bank

	companions

fugitives

lurking

serenades

lute

windowsill
	notions

hearth

amuse

rouse

rafters

rogue


Fill in the blanks with words from the word bank.

In spring, as the birds begin to sing in the trees near my house and the days grow warmer, I like to 
amuse

(verb) myself by practicing my 
lute

(noun) in the park. Some day, if I practice enough, I hope to become a great musician! Last week, I went to the park with two 


companions

(noun), good friends who played fiddle and drum. We wanted to practice some 

serenades

(noun), songs we wanted to sing to attract a certain young lady, Rapunzel, by name. As we practiced our songs, we noticed some men dressed all in black, 
lurking
(verb) behind the trees!

"I'll bet they are 

fugitives
(noun) from the police!" I exclaimed. "I'm sure they mean no good." Acting as if nothing was wrong, we packed up our instruments and walked slowly home. When I turned around, I saw one of the men in black following us. 

"The 

rogue

(noun)!" I thought. "So he wants to learn our songs! And I'll bet he wants to win the fair Rapunzel as well!" And, still acting as if nothing was wrong, I made a plan to trap him. When I got home, I carefully tied a rope from one of the 


rafters
(noun) near the ceiling, to the

windowsill

(noun), behind the curtains. I lit a fire on the 
hearth
(noun) and sat back to wait. Sure enough, soon a dark figure quietly entered the room and walked toward the fire. With a great crash, he tripped on the rope and fell to the floor and hit his head. What luck! He seemed to be asleep! Quickly, I tied his hands with the rope and waited for him to begin to 
rouse

(verb). I waited for a long time, and at last, his eyelids fluttered as he began to wake up. "Got you!" I cried. " I hope you will forget all 

notions (noun) of trying to win the fair Rapunzel. She's mine, you know!" The villain groaned, then sighed, "So that's the problem! I just wanted to steal your instruments. You can have Rapunzel. She has too much hair anyway."
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