City Wildlife Comprehension Questions

“The Boy Who Didn’t Believe in Spring”

1. In the sentence, “Tony looked at King and held his hand tightly”, the author is using  _____________________.

OA. fear to describe the character         

OB. setting to create the mood                            

OC. cause and effect                                

OD. order words to tell a sequence      

2.  Decide how these words have been classified.  Which word does not belong?

OA. nest                        

OB. blue eggs            

OC. yellow flowers                               

OD. door holes                        

3.  What is the meaning of the word patch  in this passage?

OA. a cloth to wear over your eye

OB. a group of something

OC. an area different from what’s around it

OD. material placed over a hole in torn pants

4. This story is an example of what form of literature?

OA. drama/play

OB. fiction/realistic

OC. nonfiction/expository text

OD. fable

5. You can infer from this passage that Tony’s mother was __________.

OA. excited to see the boys again

OB. mad at Tony                         

OC. happy Tony found Spring  

OD. ready to eat dinner

6. Decide how these words have been classified.  Which word does not belong?                          

OA. Tony        

OB. King 

OC. Sam   

OD. Ma          
Name __________________


Date: _____________

“The Boy Who Didn’t Believe in Spring”

Comprehension Skill: “Classify and Categorize”

__________ and ____________ are the boys in the story. _______,
____________,   ________________, and _______________ are 
the people in the story.  King’s mother and teacher say that 
___________ and _____________  are signs of spring.  King 

doesn’t believe them and sets out with his friend Tony to look for 

spring.  On their way they pass a ________________, a ________, 

some ______________, and _________________.  King and Tony 

wore __________, _________________, and ________________.
As they walked through the neighborhood they passed a ________, 

a _____________, and some more ________________.  Finally 

Tony and King realize that spring has arrived when they find the

_______________ and the __________________.

City Wildlife Comprehension Questions

“City Critters”

1. From reading the second paragraph of this passage, you can conclude that ___________.

OA. there are balconies over the Mississippi River

OB.  Dave Tylka studied biology in college   

OC. Dave Tylka also studies about animals in the wild

OD. Canadian geese are beautiful birds  

2.  According to Matthews, what do people think about city wildlife that is incorrect?

OA. they live in sewers         

OB. they only like open spaces

OC. they live in buildings                  

OD. they can find food            

3. According to Matthews, which of the following is not a reason that animals will live in the cities?

OA. They can find food in the city. 

OB.  Migrating birds leave in the winter.

OC.  They can raise their young in the city.

OD.  There is shelter in the city for them.   

4. This story is an example of what form of literature?                          

OA. drama/play

OB. fiction/realistic

OC. nonfiction/expository text

OD. nonfiction/biography

5. Scientists studied squirrels that live by the highway in order to _____.

OA. study the effects of pollution on humans

OB.  see if this was a safe place for them to live

OC. learn more about squirrels

OD. learn more about highways

Name __________________


Date: _____________

“City Critters”

Comprehension Skill: Drawing Conclusions

People seem surprised that cities have wildlife. This tells me that 

people think _________________________________________.

Raccoons live in sewers, buildings and parks.  This tells me that 

raccoons can _________________________________________.

Owls, blue herons, and even bald eagles will at times live in cities.

In fact, birds live anywhere they can find food, shelter, and a place 

to raise their young. I can conclude from this that these birds can     

 _____________________________________________________.

The story says that scientists created areas for animals to help them 

survive. From this, I can draw the conclusion that these animals

___________________________________________.  Laura 

Jackson planted a garden to attract 40 different kinds of butterflies.  

From this information, I can draw the conclusion that ________
_______________________________.  There are many things you 

can learn by looking at the pictures in a story.  After looking at the 

picture in the story in page 130, I can conclude that ___________

_______________.  After looking at the picture on page 131, I can

conclude that __________________________________________.  

Name __________________


Date: _____________

“Make Way For Ducklings”

Comprehension Skill: Asking Questions

1.  What are Mrs. and Mr. Mallard looking for? 

______________________________________________________

2. What did Mrs. and Mr. Mallard do when they got to Boston?

______________________________________________________

3. What did Mrs. and Mr. Mallard see when they were about to leave? ________________________________________________

4. Why do Mr. and Mrs. Mallard look for another place to live?

______________________________________________________

5.  Why did Mr. and Mrs. Mallard like Michael?

______________________________________________________

6. Who takes the ducklings into the city?

______________________________________________________

7. Who goes on a trip to see what the rest of the river is like?

8. Who feeds the ducks peanuts?

 _____________________________________________________

9. Who sits on the eggs to keep them warm? 

______________________________________________________

10. How did Michael stop the traffic? 

______________________________________________________

11. How did the ducklings get back to the island?

______________________________________________________

12. What is this story about?

______________________________________________________

13. Why do the policemen stop the traffic?

______________________________________________________

14. Who helps the duckling cross the street? 

______________________________________________________

15. What does Mrs. Mallard teach the ducklings to do?

______________________________________________________

City Wildlife Comprehension Questions
“Make Way for Ducklings”

1. From the context of the passage, you can tell that the word molt in the first paragraph means ___________.

OA. to have feathers fall out                    

OB. to grow feathers                        

OC. to lose and grow back feathers                 

OD. to fly again                            

2.  Why did the Mallards call on Michael everyday?

OA. Michael fed them peanuts.        

OB. They wanted to visit with him.

OC. They wanted police protection.          

OD. Michael asked them to come. 

3.  Why did Mrs. Mallard stop visiting Michael?                                                       

OA. He didn’t have any more peanuts.

OB.  Mr. Mallard was jealous.

OC.  She was busy looking for food.

OD.  She had to sit on her eggs.

4. Which of the following is an example of fantasy in the story?

OA. Michael the policeman feeds they ducks peanuts.

OB. Mrs. Mallard tells the ducklings to “Come along, children.”

OC. The policemen helped the ducks across the street.

OD. The ducklings swam across the pond to the little island.

5. Which of the following did Mrs. Mallard not teach her ducklings to do?

OA. walk in a line           

OB. stay away from bikes            

OC. find fish in the water           

OD. come when they were called

Name __________________


Date: _____________

“Urban Roosts”

Comprehension Skill: Cause and Effect

Birds have moved into cities because _______________________

______________________________________________________. 

Pigeons fly through the city because ________________________

______________________________.  Birds need roosts because 

_____________________________________________.  They 

collect nesting materials so _______________________________

______________________________________________________. 

Sparrows and finches like roofs made of tiles because __________

______________________________________________________. 

Owls sleep during the day, so _____________________________

______________________.  The nighthawk hatches its young on 

rooftops so that ________________________________________.

The killdeer lays its eggs on gravel because __________________
_____________________________________.  Similarly, the 

white owl is able to roost in the open because ________________

_________________.  The falcon is one of the fastest birds on 

earth because __________________________________________.  

People are setting nesting boxes filled with gravel out on 

skyscraper ledges because ________________________________ 

___________________________________________.
City Wildlife Comprehension Questions

“Urban Roosts”

1. The author uses the phrase “it sounds like brakes screeching” in order to _________________.

OA. describe the sound of a car in the city

OB. tell us what an owl can hear

OC. tell us how an owl sounds at night in the city

OD. compare the sound to tiny scratching

2.  What effect does the city being full of cars and people have on the nighthawk?

OA. It is a ground nesting bird.

OB. It hatches its young.

OC. It looks for an open surface to lay its eggs.

OD. It lays its eggs on flat rooftops.

3.  What is the meaning of the word clamor in this passage?

OA. noise

OB. amount

OC. fighting

OD. wings

4. This story is an example of what form of literature?

OA. drama/play

OB. fiction/realistic

OC. nonfiction/expository text

OD. fiction/folktale

5. You might find a killdeer egg next to a train track because _______.

OA. its eggshells are mottled

OB. it will be well camouflaged there

OC. it doesn’t know how to make a nest

OD. it lives in the city

6. Which literary technique is the author using when she writes, “sleekly built with powerful wings”?

OA. alliteration

OB. rhyme

OC. detail

OD. onomatopoeia
City Wildlife Comprehension Questions

“Two Days in May”
1. Why didn’t the animal control officer shoot the deer?

OA. He didn’t want to kill it.

OB. The people had gathered around the deer.

OC. He wanted to wait until the deer fell asleep.

OD. He was afraid to shoot the deer.

2. Which of the following statements is not an effect of the animal control officer wanting to kill the deer?

OA. Mr. Benny called the wild life rescuer.

OB. The neighbors formed a human wall around the deer.
OC. Sonia slept outside.

OD. The neighbors began a peaceful protest.

3.  According to the passage, why could the neighbors hear the street sounds so clearly?

OA. The cars were unusually loud.

OB.  There was so much honking and beeping.

OC.  The street sounds were so close.

OD.  The people were being very quiet.

4. Which of the following detail indicates the setting of this story? 

OA. street sounds

OB. a human wall                 

OC. a peaceful protest           

OD. Mr. Benny wrinkled his brow

5. According to this passage, what does an animal rescue organization do?

OA. it takes care of wild animals that have died

OB. it takes care of wild foxes that live in the city

OC. it finds a proper home for animals that are lost or injured

OD. it helps humans who have an emergency

Name __________________


Date: _____________

“Two Days in May”

Comprehension Skill: Cause and Effect

Sonia called her mother to come because ____________________

____________. The deer were looking for food in the city because 

______________________________.  They had smelled the 

garden so ___________________________________. Then 

Sonia’s father went to call animal control officers because______

___________________________.  But the neighbors started a 

peaceful protest because _________________________________.

The neighbors would not leave the deer so that_______________

_____________________________________________________.

When it got very late, Sonia’s mother had to leave so ___________

____________________________.  In the morning, Carl Jackson 

shot the deer with tranquilizers so _________________________.

Carl found a new home for the deer in the woods so that ________

___________________________.

City Wildlife Comprehension Questions

“Secret Place”
1. What is the main idea of the second paragraph of this passage?

OA. Mallards ring in the sky. 

OB.  Coots and teals make noises.   

OC.  The secret place has noises that are different from noises in the rest of the city.

OD.  Teals are quacking.         

2. What is the main idea of the fourth paragraph?                                                            

OA. At night the secret place is very peaceful.

OB. Ducks slept in the secret place.                  
OC. Birds nested in the secret place.

OD. The river ran slowly.     

3.  When the author uses the words “snort”, “growl” and “beep, beep”, it is an example of which literary technique?

OA.  rhyme                       

OB.  onomatopoeia                          

OC.  alliteration                    

OD.  dialogue           

4. In the last paragraph, the author uses dialogue to create which of the following?

OA. quotation marks

OB.  the setting                 

OC.  characterization            

OD.  poetry       

5. The author’s purpose for writing this passage is ______________.

OA. to describe how coyotes drink water in the secret place

OB.  to tell how Peter and Janet found the place    

OC.  to describe the sounds and activities of city wildlife

OD.  to describe the difference between regular city life and life in the secret place

6. “A Secret Place” is an example of which genre of literature?

OA. non-fiction/biography                                                                 

OB.  realistic fiction with some lines of poetry                           

OC.  fantasy                                                

OD.  non-fiction/expository                                                          

Name __________________


Date: _____________

“A Secret Place”

Comprehension Skill: Summarizing

Hidden in the city where the narrator lives is a ________________.  

Only _________,  _____________,  ____________,  __________,  

__________, and ___________, know where the river is.  There 

are also many kinds of _____________ in this secret place such as 

__________ and ______________.  The narrator lives in the heart 

of the city where there is always the noise of ________________, 

___________, and ____________.   At night the secret place is 

very ______________.  But is has noises of its own such as 

______________________ and ________________________.  

One night, _________ and __________ brought the narrator to the 

__________________.  They saw a coyote __________________

______________ and a possum ___________________________.

The narrator asked Janet, ________________________________? 

Janet replied, _________________________________________.  

Peter told the narrator not to _____________________________. 

Peter had told only his father because _______________________ 

___________________.  The narrator said she would only tell 

people that  ___________________________________________.

But if they find the secret place, they might see _______________.
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