2nd grade project

January 9th, 2007

Dear Parents and Caretakers,


We will soon start a very important project, a research project about camouflage!

This will help students acquire the skills they need to write successful papers later in life, organize their time and work, and learn how to talk in front of an audience. 


They will need your support to complete this assignment. You need to visit to your local library and check out at least one good book about an animal your child would like to research. Make sure it mentions camouflage. They also need to do some research on the internet. Students read, take notes, and write their final draft at home. You will have to sign their research journal every Sunday.


In class, they will learn how to research, write down notes while reading, use encyclopedia, atlases, and internet, how to cite sources, and to write topic sentences and paragraphs. They will have time to do some research; they will bring their notes home. 


We included a list of animals students can choose from, a schedule, a rubric, and a few websites you could use. The final presentations will start Monday, March 5th. The grade will be part of the Language Arts, Visual Arts, Science, Social Studies, Working Habits, and comments. Keep this packet in a safe place until we start the project on 1/19/07. Please, ensure that your child to stay on schedule!


Thank you for your participation!
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Research Project  -  Theme: an animal using camouflage

Given: January 9th, 2007 - Due Mon. March 5th, 2007

Parents and students Schedule

Weeks of 1/9-1/21:     

1/9: letter to parents sent home.

At home: students go to a local library and check out books about camouflage and animals they could research. 

Week 1/22 -1/28: 

At home: students decide what animal they’ll research, go to a local library and check out at least one book about their animal. In research journal, students write the name of their animal and title, author, and copyright date of their book and/or internet site(s) they will use. 

To be turned in Mon. 1/29/07.

Week 1/29 -2/4:

At home:  start reading and/or checking out internet. Take interesting notes in journal



1 paragraph to describe the selected animal (phylum + class + look)

   
 
1 paragraph to name its habitat or biome + description of this surroundings





Journal signed by an adult to attest all work has been completed.

Week 2/5 -2/11:

At home: Complete page 1

                Complete the cover (Name, date, title, 1 paragraph to explain camouflage.) 

                Journal signed by an adult to attest all work has been completed.

Week 2/12 -2/19:

At home: start page 2 

               1 paragraph to explain why the animal needs to camouflage (diet)          

               Journal signed by an adult to attest all work has been completed.

Week 2/20 -2/25

At home: complete page 2

                1 paragraph to explain how it camouflages


    Journal signed by an adult to attest all work has been completed.

Week 2/26 -3/4:   

At home: paste art + map  Write + paste sources   Rehearse their presentation.


    Journal signed by an adult to attest all work has been completed.

Week 3/5: presentation and journal due.       

Some useful websites:       
www.enchantedlearning.com

www.yahooligans.com

www.kidinfo.com/Young_children/Young_Children.html
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Research Project

Theme: an animal using camouflage

Given: January 9th, 2007 - Due Mon. March 5th , 2007

Teacher Schedule

1/9/07: Letter to parents sent home. Due signed the day after.

Week of 1/19: 

Opening: Thursday

Teachers explain the project and the schedule, shows examples.

The class brainstorms research questions 


(Tree map/Chart paper for Concept/question board - KWL)


What is camouflage? 


What is my animal? (Kingdom/Habitat/Diet) 


Why does it camouflage? 


How does it camouflage? 

Library: pick up a book about your animal

Friday:

Science: watch a video on camouflage 


  Students define camouflage and its relevance.

At home: students go to a local library and check out at least one book about camouflage; 

            (Hurry otherwise students from other schools will check them out!)

Week 1/22 -1/28: 

Research skills: 




Teacher explains how and where to research (Inquiry journal 49)



Model: Gather and organize notes for artic Fox (Where does it go?) on chart paper




 Students copy on recycle/temporary journal (Collect for Friday Center)



Students get a research journal with post-it where they’ll jolt down notes.

               
Write their name, title, and one question every five pages



Journal stay with students at all time.

Monday Writing skills workshop: Paragraphs

Model: Analyze text for paragraphs and topic sentences (Transparency/report) 

            Whole class: re-arrange a text (Transparency/strips)

             In pairs: find topic sentence + supporting details in scrambled text/strips (Mickey)

- Homework: Write a paragraph to describe the look of your best friend 

                                   (bubble map/tree map/writing))

IWT 
- Describe the look of your favorite hero

      
- Students think about animals, fill up a chart about 3 animals (Inquiry journal 51)

School Library day: students list possible questions to research about animals.



       (Inquiry journal 48) + students check out a book about an animal

Science: define phylum and class using internet/posters/books - their animal. Research journal.

Art: Henri Rousseau/Abbott Thayer - Jungle Prints. Give a photo, make a background + collage


(Use for concept board)

Social Studies: students learn about maps.

Friday centers: 


Research/note taking - write paragraphs from notes - Artic Fox

                
Practice note taking on another animal (use OCR)

                
Vocabulary/Computer (OC Resources)

                
Browse books on animals

                
-

At home: decide what animal they’ll research/Write animal, sources in research journal. Due: 1/29.

Week 1/29 -2/4:

Students gives their official choice to the teacher and title, author, and copyright date of their book and/or internet site. (Index card - concept board)

Monday 1/29: presentation boards go home 

Research skills/note taking:


Model: Gather and organize notes on OCR story animal on chart paper

Monday Writing skills workshop: Topic Sentences 

Model: Analyze text for paragraphs and topic sentences (transparency) 

            Whole class: two models for writing a topic sentence for a given text 

            Individually: organize and write a topic sentence for a scrambled details (Spider)

Homework: write a paragraph to describe your best friend’s character



(bubble + tree maps + writing)

IWT 
- describe your favorite hero’s character


- find facts from internet/books

School Library: teacher explains encyclopedia; students find facts about their animal. 

Science: students define biomes/habitats using internet/books - their animal. Research Journal.

Art: students start a large drawing of their animal environment. (Teacher has photos)

Social Studies: students learn about atlases (library) Color world map to show where animal live

Friday centers: 


Research/note taking - their animal Research Journal.

                
Practice writing from notes - write paragraphs about artic fox (Yasmine)

                
Vocabulary Computer

                
Browse books on animals




- 

At home
start reading and/or checking out internet. Take interesting notes.



complete page 1: 



- 1 paragraph to describe the selected animal (phylum + class + look)

             
- 1 paragraph to name its habitat or biome + description of this surroundings

                        Glue their map from social studies teacher. 

Week 2/5 -2/11:

Research/note taking:


Model: Gather and organize notes on OCR story animal (Where does it go?) chart paper

Monday Writing skills workshop: Details

Model: Analyze text for topic sentence and supporting details (transparency) 



 Compare two texts - Which is better? (transparency)

         
Whole class: model writing details for an animal (transparency -Physical appearance/Nemo)

         
In pairs: find supporting details, use bubble map and OCR lesson 2 (One animal)

- Homework: 
Correct your essay (best friend) 

              
write topic sentences for each paragraph + copy

- IWT 
- Correct your essay (favorite hero)

          
   + Write topic sentences for each paragraph about  + copy

        
- copy facts from internet/books

Social Studies: students use atlases to show where their animals live.

                 
students draw their map/outline (tracing paper)

Science: define diet - food chains/Prey Predator using internet/books 

              Notes in research journal.

Art: students continue the large drawing of their animal environment.

Friday centers: 


Research/note taking Research Journal 

                
Practice writing from notes - write paragraphs about OCR animal 

                
Vocabulary Computer

                
Browse books on animals




- 

At home: 
continue reading



complete the cover (name, date, title, one paragraph to explain camouflage.)

Week 2/12 -2/19: 

Research/note taking:


Model: Gather and organize notes on OCR story animal (WHY camouflage?) chart paper

Monday Writing skills Workshop: Details

Model: Analyze text for topic sentence and supporting details (Why text transparency)

            Whole class: two models for writing details for why paragraph (transparency) 





 One for preys and one for predators.

            In pairs: write Why paragraph for given set of details (crocodile/walking stick)

                           graphic organizer

- Homework: copy your paragraph that explains WHAT camouflage is. (teacher collects and correct)

IWT 
- Correct/add to your WHAT paragraph

      
 - find facts from internet/books

Social Studies: Social Justice – defending the environment

Art: students start a large drawing of their animal.

Science: webquest on Camouflage - Part I 

Friday centers: 


Research/note taking Research Journal 

                      
Practice writing from notes (WHY paragraph for given set of details - lion)

                
Vocabulary Computer

                
-



- 

At home: 
Start Page 2


      
Write one paragraph to explain WHY the animal needs to camouflage (diet)

Week 2/20 -2/25

Writing skills workshop: details

Model: Analyze text for topic sentence and supporting details (HOW text transparency)

       
Whole class: one model for writing details for HOW paragraph (transparency/lion) 

       
In pairs: write a HOW paragraph for given set of details (crocodile/walking stick)

                           graphic organizer

- Homework: copy your WHY paragraph (teacher collects and corrects)

IWT 
- correct your WHY paragraph


- find facts from internet/books

Social Studies:  Social Justice – defending the environment

Arts: 
students finish their large drawing of their animal.

      
Cut it out and put together with background.

      
Take home.

Science: webquest on Camouflage - Part II

Friday centers: 


Research/note taking  Journal

                     
Practice writing from notes (HOW paragraph for given set of details/lion)

                
Vocabulary Computer

                
Browse books on animals



- 

At home: students complete page 2 

             1 paragraph to explain HOW it camouflages - with precise details

Week 2/26 -3/4:

Monday Writing skills workshop: 


        Model: Analyze and discuss students’ work (text lifting)

                    Students bring up troubles they may experience at home and ask for suggestions.

- Homework: copy your HOW paragraph (teacher collects/corrects)

- IWT - correct your HOW

           - find facts from internet/books

Friday centers: 

Research/note taking  Journal

                     
Practice writing from notes (HOW paragraph for given set of details - lion)

                
Vocabulary Computer

                
Browse books on animals



- 

Social Studies: OFF

Arts: OFF

Science: OFF

At home: 
paste art on COVER - Glue map inside 1



paste all corrected paragraphs



rehearse their presentation in front of adults.

Week 3/5:   Students turn their journal and poster.


        Videotaped presentations start.

Please return this bottom portion signed by tomorrow.


	


I read the second grade letter about the camouflage research project, the schedule, and the rubric provided. I understand that the final grade will be an important part of the Language Arts, Visual Arts, Science, Social Studies, Working Habits scores and Comments scores.











Child’s name _________________    Signature________________   Date: __________








http://www.opencourtresources.com


