
Biography Project 
 

Design an illustrated timeline of a famous American’s life: 
 

Directions:   
1.  Choose a famous American 
who has made a difference in the 
lives of others. 

2.  Complete research on this 
person, using at least two books or 
other sources.  You should identify 
at least five important events in this 
person’s life and how this person 
has improved the world. 

3.  Complete a rough draft of your 
final project. 

4.  When you are ready to create 
your book, you will need 4 pieces 
of letter size paper.   

5.  Fold each piece in half to create 
two panels on each paper.   

6.  Glue or tape the edges of the 
papers together vertically.   

7.  Once all of the papers are 
attached you will have eight 
panels.  The timeline should fold 
like an accordion when completed. 

Each panel should have a careful 
illustration and text.  See rubric for 
more information about how your 
project will be assessed. 
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Biography Project 
 

Design an illustrated timeline of a famous American’s life: 
 

 

Rubric:   
Your writing must do the following for you to receive a grade of 3 or above: 

• Text will include details 

• Events of the person’s life are in order and dates are shown 

• It can be read easily (writing is legible) 

• Panel 8 includes a complete paragraph on how this person has made a 
difference in the lives of others 

• There are hardly any mistakes in using capitals, periods, and spelling 

 

Your picture should: 

• Be drawn in colored pencil or marker 

• Show careful work 

• Appropriately illustrate what you have written about on that panel 

 

 

sample panels #1 and #4 
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